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Acquisition makes the money. Distribution makes the man. 
Distribution without acquisition dissipates the money. 


Acquisition without distribution dissipates the man. 
— Tanner 


Ye are not your own 
—i Cor.6:19 
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THE PRINCIPLE 


The silver ts mine, and the gold ts mine, satth the 


Lord of hosts. 
—Haggai2:8 


The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof ; 


the world, and they that dwell therein. 
—Ps, 24.1 


4 UE ff 


1 


ie Christian church has not yet reached the height 

of its possibilities in the administration of its sub- 
stance for God. There has been progress. The fol- 
lowers of Christ know better how they ought to give 
than theydid. The spirit of benevolence prevails more 
widely. But the church has not yet done its best with 
the money committed to it, nor will it until the whole 
subject of the use of money is more fully considered 
from the standpoint of Christian stewardship. 

There are theories of giving, some of them in fullest 
harmony with the principles of stewardship, which have 
greatly helped the church to reach a higher place of 
achievement. But many of these theories have not 
gone deep enough. Water has been reached and 
goodly streams have flowed forth to bless the world, 
but down deeper the supply is more abundant and the 
pressure more powerful. It is to these deeper springs 
that we need to go; the divine principles and laws 
which lie at the very bottom of the question of money 
and property, need to be reached in order to find the 
' momentum for the best possible results. 

The whole problem of finances in connection with 
the Lord’s work needs to be worked out on a new 
basis. We must get below the surface. We must 
get back to first principles. We must see the ground 
on which God has placed the whole matter of our 
obligation in the money affairs of his kingdom, and 
from that foundation we must build up the entire 
structure. It has been said that ‘‘the supreme need 
of the hour, next to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
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is that the church should be set right in her theory of 
Christian giving.’’ It would be a larger truth to say 
that the supreme need of the hour is that the church 
should come to an intelligent apprehension of her entire 
relation to the acquisition, possession, and use of money. 
We must get back of the question of giving. The get- 
ting of money, the accumulation of money, the hoard- 
ing and spending of money, in short, the whole subject 
of money in the hands of Christians must be studied in 
the light of the great truth of our stewardship. Giving 
is after all not a first but a final question to be con- 
sidered and answered. How can I discharge my obli- 
gations to God as his steward ? is a far greater question 
than, How much of my income should I give to the 
Lord? Itis to this greater question that attention is 
invited in these pages. 

Stewardship involves certain essential principles which 
must be fully recognized if the money problem of God’s 
kingdom is to be properly or adequately solved. One 
of these is that God is the absolute Proprietor of all 
things. Absolute, because he has ‘‘ the power to create 
without restraint, and to possess without dependence. ’’ 
‘¢ By him were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether . 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers ; all things were created by him and for him : 
and he is before all things, and by him all things con- 
sist.’ IZf we trace the title-deeds of all estates back to 
their original ownership, what shall we find? In the 
most ancient of all land records in the world we shall 
find this entry: ‘‘In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.’’ God has never renounced his 
right to all things which he has created. Across the 
face of every title-deed that has ever been executed it 
may be written in indelible letters, ‘‘The earth is the 
Lord’s,.and the fulness thereof; the world, and they 
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that dwell therein.’’ No man is an owner of wealth or 
property. Every man at most is only a steward. 
Constantly is the divine proprietorship taught in 
the Scriptures. ‘‘Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in 
the earth is ¢hznve ; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as head above all. Both riches and 
honor come of thee. . . For all things come of thee, 
and of thine own have we given thee’’ (1 Chron. 29 : 
11-14). ‘‘For every beast of the forest is mine, and 
the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls 
of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are 
mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for she 
world is mine, and the fulness thereof’’ (Ps. 50 : 10— 
12). ‘*Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God : for 
it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth’’ (Deut. 
8; 18). ‘*And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and 
earth. And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have 
lifted up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, 
the possessor of heaven and earth’” (Gen. 14 : 19, 22). 
Nor has the most high God, in whom Abram trusted, 
ever conveyed away his right and title as the absolute 
owner of all things. He has allowed many generations 
- to use his possessions, but he has never surrendered 
his ownership. Individuals and nations have alike 
been subject to his will in their occupancy of his pos- 
sessions. He has taken away from one and given to * 
another at his own pleasure. 

This is the starting-point in stewardship. It is at 
that point that Christians everywhere need to get right. 
Everything relating to the holding and using of property 
of any kind must be looked at from this point of view. 
In civil engineering all measurements are from a base 
line, the accepted base line being the level of the sea. 
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God’s absolute ownership of all things is the true base 
for the proper survey of the whole territory of thought 
and action suggested by the words money, property, 
wealth. Every system of giving, and every plan of 
benevolence must be measured by this truth. The old 
flying-levels of mere experiment and expediency, ac- 
cording to which the church has worked so long and so 
generally, must be given up, and a return made to the 
ocean-level of the eternal truth that God is the owner 
of all things, and from this point we must measure our 
responsibilities and privileges and duties in our use of 
all the money that ever comes into our hands. 

Since God is owner, what are we? Since he is abso- 
lute proprietor, in what sense do we possess anything ? 
There is but one answer. There cannot be more than 
one absolute owner ; we possess nothing ourselves ; we 
cannot be more than stewards. And what is a steward ? 
A steward is ‘‘a person entrusted with the management 
of estates or affairs not his own.’’ The possessions 
which he has are delegated possessions ; they.are com- 
mitted to him as the ten pounds were committed to the 
ten servants by the nobleman who went away into a far 
country. ‘‘A certain nobleman went into a far country, 
to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. And he 
called his ten servants and delivered them ten pounds, 
and said unto them, Occupy till I come’’ (Luke 1g : 
12-13). In the use of those pounds the servants acted 
only as stewards. None of them thought of the pounds 
as their own. Each man at the accounting said to his 
master, ‘‘Thy pound.’’ Even the unfaithful servant, 
who kept the pound laid up in a napkin, freely acknowl- 
edged his master’s ownership of it. The pounds were 
not a gift but a trust. The servants, therefore, were 
not owners but stewards. We cannot be more than 
stewards. 


But it is much, both in privilege and responsibility, 
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_ to be a steward for God. It would not mean much to 
be a steward for some men, their resources are so lim- 
ited ; but where the estate is large and productive, and 
the resources are boundless, and there is nothing the 
_ steward needs in furthering the interests of his master 
that he may not have, then indeed it means something 
to be a steward. He for whom we are called to act as 
stewards, owns all things. It is a high honor to be 
God’s steward. Blessed is that man who is entrusted 
with the goods of God’s house, as Joseph was entrusted 
with the goods of the house of Potiphar. 

' The great duty of the steward is to make the best 
possible use of that which has been committed to him, 
not for himself but for the owner. He is to have the 
proprietor’s interests and honor always in view. The 
question, ‘‘In what way can I best serve my master 
with what he has placed in my keeping?’’ should govern 
_all his actions. Appropriation for his own use or ben- 
efit, of that which has been placed in his hand, except 
what is allowed for his necessary support, is robbery. 
‘¢Will a man rob God?’’ (Mal. 3:8.) ‘‘It is required 
in stewards that a man be found faithful’’ (1 Cor. 4 : 2). 
A steward is accountable for what has been committed 
to him. He is to manage, or administer it, in the in- 
_ terests of the owner. To forget this, and to appropriate 
and use what God has entrusted to him for himself, is 
no less a crime than for the cashier of a bank to appro- 
priate its funds for his own use and pleasure. As in the 
parable of the pounds, the day of reckoning with the 
stewards will come. In that day judgment will be 
passed upon the ministry of the steward according to 
the measure in which he has managed the substance 
which has come into his hands. Whether he has held 
all property and wealth as a trust from God, or has 
called it his own ; whether he has wasted it in foolish 
expenditures, or has withheld it in vain-glorious hoard- 
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ing ; whether he has, like Ananias, kept back part of 
the price, or has made a full surrender of both himself 
and the property committed to him to God, are ques- 
tions that will enter into the final accounting to which 
every steward must come. 

God’s ownership of all things, and man’s stewardship 
as a consequence of that ownership, are truths which 
have a most direct and solemn bearing upon the entire 
realm of human life and action. In everything man is 
a steward. There is a stewardship of life, of health, of 
strength physical and mental, of time, of social, educa- 
tional, and religious privileges, and of opportunity to do 
good. Every gift of God and every blessing he bestows 
involves stewardship. The custody of money is only 
one department of the great stewardship into which man, 
as a rational and spiritual being, has been called. It isa 
solemn thing for a man to have his responsibility to God 
constantly increased by daily having committed to him 
the gifts of God’s goodness and grace. But that is ex- 
actly the position into which every man is brought. 
We can no more evade the responsibility than we can 
live without receiving the gifts. We may indeed forget 
and ignore our stewardship ; we may shut God out of 
our thoughts, and even deny his right to us, or to any- 
thing we have ; but that will not free us from the re- 
sponsibility that rests upon us. We shall be held ac- 
countable for all that has been committed to us. ‘‘ For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required.’’ 

We do not expect the unregenerate and godless tc 
recognize their stewardship, but surely those who have 
been born again, who have been enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit, and who call Jesus Lord, will. For thess 
to carelessly neglect their high calling as stewards o 
God, and to ignore the responsibilities which thei: 
stewardship involves, is. to practically repudiate the 
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teachings and authority of the word of God, to despise 
their exalted privileges as God’s children, and to deny 
Christ’s claim upon them as their Redeemer. 

That the church of Christ has either been ignorant 


_ of its stewardship, or has forgotten the duties which 


stewardship involves, accounts for any lack of means to 
carry on God’s work in the world, which now exists, or 
ever has existed in the past. For had God’s people 
recognized and realized their stewardship, and lived 
and acted accordingly, seeking most faithfully to do 
with time and talent and substance just what he wanted 
them to do, receiving and using all things for him, there 
is no need in connection with God’s work in the world 
but would have been fully supplied, and long ago 


-Christ’s Great Commission would have been fully car- 


ried out, and the gospel would have been preached to 


every creature. And even now, as soon as God’s 


people everywhere recognize their stewardship, and act 


according to the principles, privileges, and responsibil- 


ities involved, just so soon will the great work which 
God has given his church to do in the world be has- 
tened to completion, and the kingdom in its fullness 


and glory be ushered in and established on earth. 


THE PRACTICE 


Tf ye know these things, happy are ye of ye do them, 
—John 13: 17 


But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only. 


—James 1: 22 


R L 7 4 > “a ve * 
7 ana ame 


II 


RINCIPLES are valueless unless they are put into 
practice. It is not knowing the truth that blesses 
us, but faithfully conforming to it. Few will dispute 
the scripturalness and positiveness of the principles of 
_ stewardship. Nobody can deny that God is the su- 
preme and absolute owner of all things. That admitted, 
we cannot escape the conclusion that we are only stew- 
-ards. But how many have had the faith and courage, 
as well as the consecration, to acknowledge that the 
principles of stewardship were binding upon them, and 
_have then acted accordingly? Few indeed. And be- 
cause few Christian men and women have realized their 
stewardship, because few have regarded money as a 
sacred trust from God, to be managed and administered 
for him, the church of Jesus Christ has fallen far behind 
in its great God-given work of evangelizing the world. 
Men reckon themselves lords and proprietors and 
owners, having a perfect right to do just as they please 
with the money which has come into their hands, with- 
out any consideration of God’s claims, or of God’s will. 
God’s silver and gold have been devoted to the aggran- 
dizement of self, withheld from the service of Christ, 
and hoarded up in stocks and bonds and bank accounts, 
or spent in enlarging earthly estates, instead of being 
devoted to extending God’s kingdom among men. 
There has been, and there is to-day, throughout Chris- 
tendom, a most tremendous misappropriation and mis- 
use of trust funds. Millions have been diverted from 
channels in which they would have glorified God. 
Mammonism, selfishness, and luxury have robbed God 
19 
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of untold sums of money which should have been con- 
secrated to his service. 

It is true that the church is giving large amounts of 
money to benevolent and religious objects, larger than 
ever before. Geo. D. Boardman, D. D., recently said : 
‘‘In our country the rich are showing a tendency to 
become less selfish ; they do not give in proportion to 
their wealth, but they are more generous than were 
their predecessors.’’ Statistics prepared by Mr. F. W. 
Hewes, one of the most eminent and exact of statis- 
ticians, show that while in 1840 five cents per capita of 
the total population of the United States was given for 
missions, in 1890 the amount was over twenty-two cents 
per capita of the entire population. These statistics 
also show that the average annual contribution for mis- 
sions for each one thousand dollars of the total property 
valuation of the United States has increased from fifteen 
and four-tenths cents in 1860 to twenty-one and four- 
tenths cents in 1890. ‘This is a decided advance. The 
total offerings to missions in this country now reach up 
into the millions. But are these millions, and the mil- 
lions more given for the support of the churches them- 
selves, given as the result of the clearest apprehension 
by Christians of the responsibilities of stewardship ? 
Would not the increase have been very much greater 
if the principles and claims of Christian stewardship had 
been fully recognized and practised by God’s people? 
For while it is one thing to give liberally, it is another 
thing to conscientiously act as God’s steward in connec- 
tion with all one’s getting and using and giving. How 
few reach the latter standard! How few manage their 
business or their capital, their wages or income of any 
sort for God, and handle all they receive of riches as a 
sacred trust from him as his stewards! Who could be- 
gin to tell what vast sums of money would have been at 
Christ’s disposal for the salvation of the world if God’s 
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children throughout this dispensation nad seen that 
God called them to be his stewards, and had gone into 
business, or devoted themselves to their trades or pro- 
_ fessions for him, and had simply, earnestly, and faithfully 
lived and served as stewards of God! The kingdom of 
God has lost immeasurably because God’s people have 
not been faithful as stewards. 

The practice of Christian stewardship means much 
more than giving liberally, or proportionately, of one’s 
income. It means the getting and holding and spend- 
ing all one’s income according to the will of God. It 
furnishes a high governing motive for both getting and 
giving. It touches our every use of money. This is 
' where the truths of stewardship go deeper than any sys- 
tem of giving. We have been talking and writing about 
systematic beneficence, and many plans have been sug- 
_ gested. We have advocated the setting apart of a tenth 
as the Lord’s. ‘Tithing legions and leagues have been 
organized, and by much earnest effort the church has 
had the subject of giving brought before it more widely 
than ever before. All this has resulted in the develop- 
ment of a larger spirit of liberality, and in a more intel- 
ligent and systematic giving in the church. In this 
there is cause for rejoicing, and we would not for a mo- 
ment belittle anything that has been done in these ways 
to lift the church of Jesus Christ to a higher level in 
giving. But stewardship goes back of giving. Steward- 
ship takes getting, saving, spending, giving, all into ac- 
count. Stewardship covers the whole life. God’s law 
of stewardship claims supremacy over the believer in 
every position he may occupy. 

The practice of Christian stewardship requires there- 
fore the fullest consecration on the part of the individual. 
Consecration is giving God his own. Consecration is 
doing in every part of the life whatever Christ would 
like to have us do. It is the recognition of Christ’s 
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lordship and ownership at all times. We consecrate 
ourselves to God when we definitely and unreservedly 
yield ourselves to God for his pleasure. We consecrate 
our substance to God when we make a definite devote- 
ment of all that we have to him for him to use according 
to his own will. The devotement of all that we are to 
God must precede the devotement of all that we have. — 
Persons before possessions. ‘‘And this they did, not 
as we expected, but first gave their own selves to the 
Lord.’ ‘*Personal consecration must come before 
purse consecration, self-consecration before wealth con- 
secration. It is not the gold that sanctifies the temple, 
but the temple that sanctifies the gold.’’ This is one 
point at which the great body of believers need to be 
put right. We have too readily supposed that we have 
discharged our whole duty and met our obligations 
when we have made liberal offerings to the Lord. But 
to give our possessions and not to give our own selves is 
avery faulty sort of consecration. The giving of money, 
however much, can never be accepted by God as a sub- 
stitute for the giving of ourselves. Nor, on the other 
hand, is our consecration complete if, with the giving 
of ourselves to Christ, there is no surrender of our 
property and possessions to him. He who gives him- 
self and does not give his property is dangerously near 
becoming a follower of Ananias. He is certainly keep- 
ing back ‘‘part of the price.’’ God owns all and all 
therefore should be reckoned his, yielded to him be- 
cause his, and then received from him as a sacred trust 
to be held or used in just the way he wishes it to be 
held or used. 

Here is the crucial point in stewardship. Failure here 
means failure everywhere. No man who does not reach 
this standard of consecration can be a faithful steward 
of God. He may prosper in business, he may amass a. 
fortune, and he may give large amounts of money to 
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God’s cause, but if he and his are not consecrated to 
God he fails as to his stewardship. 

“Who is sufficient for these things? . . . Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything, as of 
ourselves ; but our sufficiency is of God.’? ‘‘ And God 
is able to make all grace abound toward you: that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound 
to every good work.’’ Let the child of God delib- 
erately and prayerfully and trustfully make his entire 
consecration of self and substance to God. Let him go 
to his place of business, his profession, or his trade, 
whatever it may be, as God’s steward, to take God into 
‘partnership with him in his money getting, and God 
will not disappoint him, but will abundantly bless him 
and make him a blessing. God says, ‘‘Them that 
honour me I will honour.’’ Oh, for faith among men 
and women for whom Jesus died to step out into this 
life of stewardship for him! Oh, for faith and holy 
courage to place ourselves, and all that we are and have, 
at God’s disposal, that we might no longer live unto 
ourselves, but unto him who loved us and gave himself 
for us! The cross of Christ should shame us out of our 
selfishness and meanness and constrain us to lives of 
self-sacrifice for the good of the world. For ‘‘ He died 
for all that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which died for them and 


rose again,’’ 


See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down ! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown ? 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


THE POSSIBILITIES 


And God ts able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 


may abound to every good work. 
—2 Cor.9:8 
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oe calculations have frequently been 
made as to the vast amount of money that would 
fill the treasuries of the church for the Lord’s work if 
there were a universal adoption by professing Christians 
of the principle of tithing. And undoubtedly the 
amount would be enormous. The almost boundless 
‘possibilities which the giving of a tenth would create 
‘present a very strong plea in favor of the adoption of 
proportionate giving according to that percentage. But 
what would be the effect in the interests of God’s king- 
dom in the world if professing Christians everywhere 
realized their stewardship, and conscientiously and con- 
stantly administered and used a@// their property and ai/ 
their income for God? It would not then be simply 
that a proportion of the money in the hands of the 
church would be devoted to the interests of the Lord’s 
work in the world, it would all be so devoted, and would 
be subject to the divine call at all times. If a tenth 
would create such immense possibilities, what possibil- 
ities would ten-tenths held in trust for God create? 
When we think of all the wealth at the present time in 
the hands of Christian people, the answer to such an in- 
quiry is simply bewildering. And yet the fullest calcu- 
lation of the silver and gold that would thus become a 
part of the kingdom itself, would not present a full view 
of all that Christian stewardship might do. There are 
other elements to reckon on. 
Ordinarily three things govern what it is possible for 
a steward to accomplish. First, the resources of the 
one for whom he is steward. Secondly, the amount 
27 
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committed to him as steward. ‘Thirdly, the ability he 
possesses to make use of all that has been entrusted to 
him. But in Christian stewardship these conditions are 
enhanced and made favorable beyond all reckoning by 
the peculiar privileges and advantages of the steward- 
ship. The resources of the one for whom we are stew- 
ards are absolutely inexhaustible. We are stewards of 
God. He is the owner of all things. There is there- 
fore no limit to the means which he may commit to his 
stewards. Not only so, but our God is able to work 
great things on behalf of and through those who rec- 
ognize their stewardship. We must take the power of 
God into account in measuring the possibilities of this 
stewardship. When the Lord Jesus committed to his 
disciples the stewardship of the gospel, and commanded 
them to go forth and teach, or disciple, all nations, he 
prefaced the command by the words: ‘‘All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth.’’ It is not what 
the stewards are able to do themselves, but it is what 
he who has all power is able to do for them and in 
them and through them. 
Some one has said: ‘‘It is high time that the churc 

of Christ had learned that her glorious Lord is not in 
straitened circumstances.’’ ‘There is nothing whatever 
of men or money, of utterance or power, of talent or 
agency, with which effectually to carry on the great 
work of evangelizing the world which may not be sup- 
plied by the divine Head of the church, through the 
presence, power, and manifold operations of the Holy 
Spirit. When a man therefore realizes his stewardship, 
and fully consecrates himself and all that he has to God, 
he opens the way for God to come into his life in a 
special manner to most abundantly bless and prosper 
him in all that he undertakes for his glory. 


When we give ourselves to the Lord Jesus by an everlasting 
covenant, he admits us into a wonderfully endearing copartner. 
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ship, a sort of sacred stock company or firm, of which the Father 
and the Son are senior partners. Into this copartnership Jesus 
puts all he is and all he has, and we put in all we have and all we 
‘are, the combined stock to be used as the needs of the firm re- 
quire. The Lord Jesus, by reason of the peculiar relation he sus- 
tains to us, and by reason of the fact that he puts in stock so vastly 
more than we do, is the head of the firm, the business manager of 
the company ; and yet so full of the tenderest love, and so infi- 
nitely wise withal, that he always regards our interests in prefer- 
ence to his own, and does far better for us than we could think of 
doing for ourselves. . . 

Can it be possible that the Lord Jesus would take advantage of 
the generosity and devotion of his people and allow them to suffer 
when they confidingly place all they have at his disposal? His 
positive pledge is that in this way only can we receive back into 
our bosoms ‘‘a hundred-fold now in this present time.’’! 


In our stewardship we do not stand alone. We are 
co-workers with God. He is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think. By the 
definite recognition of their stewardship, therefore, the 
children of God may find the open way to at once do 
all the work God wants them to do in the world. There 
is no necessity whatever for any department of that 
work anywhere to stand still or suffer for want of men 
or means to carry it on. Money sufficient for the 
utmost demands of the work is at this moment in the 
hands of those whom Christ has redeemed, and who 
have professed to be his disciples. The wealth of 
church-members in the United States alone is increas- 
ing at the rate of five hundred millions annually. Were 
all this increase, together with the fifteen or twenty 
billions of dollars possessed besides, administered as a 
trust from God, were it faithfully stewarded by those to 
whom it has been committed ; who can estimate the 
vast undertakings for the furthering of God’s kingdom 
which might be entered upon, and carried out? 

We have some hints given us of what might be done 


1 Rey. M. T. Lamb, in a pamphlet entitled “The Great Commission.” 
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were the privileges and responsibilities of stewardship 
universally realized, by what has been accomplished in 
individual instances. The Moravian Christians illus- 
trate what can be done when men and women are given 
up to do business for God in the world. Their average 
annual offering to foreign missions is twelve dollars per 
member. When we remember that the church-mem- 
bers of the United States, with perhaps a very much 
larger average income, do not give an average of one- 
tenth as much as these Moravians do, we can readily 
see what great things might be done were all as fully 
consecrated as they. We have a beautiful example of 
what one person can do when there is devotion and 
fidelity as God’s steward in Sarah Hosmer, of Lowell, 
who, though only a factory girl, earned money to sup- 
port native preachers on the foreign mission field, and 
before she died had six representatives preaching the 
gospel in heathen lands. She was a steward for God. 
How many thousands there are who could do as much, 
and more. William Carey too, was a remarkable exam- 
ple of consecration and faithfulness as a steward. He 
was not arich man. He began life as a poor cobbler, 
but before he died he had given nearly a quarter of a 
million dollars for the evangelization of India, money 
earned by his own indefatigable toil. He recognized 
that he was not his own, but that time and talent and 
opportunities were gifts from God to be used for him. 
Whether mending shoes in England, or working in 
indigo factories in India, or lecturing as professor of 
Oriental languages at Fort William College, Calcutta, or 
translating the Scriptures into the languages of India, or 
preaching the gospel to the heathen, he was always 
God’s steward. Nathaniel Cobb’s name stands high in 
the list of faithful stewards. His covenant with God 
should be printed in large type and hung up in every 
business office in the land as a reminder of the duty 


THE POSSIBILITIES 31 


and privilege of Christian stewardship. This was his 
covenant : 


By the grace of God I will never be worth more than fifty thou- 
_ sand dollars. By the grace of God I will give one-fourth of the 
net proceeds of my business to charitable and religious uses. If 
I am ever worth twenty thousand dollars, 1 will give one-half of 
my net profits; if I am worth thirty thousand dollars, I will give 
three-fourths ; and the whole after fifty thousand dollars. So help 
me God, or give to a more faithful steward, and set me aside. 


This covenant Nathaniel Cobb adhered to faithfully, 
and said when on his death-bed: ‘‘ By the grace of 
God, nothing else, I have been enabled, under the in- 
fluence of these resolutions, to give away more than 
Sorty thousand dollars. How good the Lord has been 
eto me |”? 

What some have done others throughout the church 
of Christ can do. The boundless possibilities of Chris- 
tian stewardship for the accomplishing of God’s pur- 
poses of grace and redemption in the world, should 
move the whole church of Jesus Christ to immediately 
obey God’s call to live as stewards for him. ‘‘The 
vast power latent in consecrated wealth is one of the 
great dormant forces of the moral universe.’’ A great 
work has been given the church of Christ to do, but up to 
the present time, though nineteen centuries have passed 
away, the work is very far from being accomplished. 
The divinely given obligation to disciple all nations still 
rests upon the church. Where God places obligations he 
always makes provision and furnishes equipment to fully 
discharge them. With the command to do he gives the 
power to perform. Nothing whatever does the church 
need to-day more than the God of all grace has already 
bestowed, to enable her to complete her great mission 
in the world. The church has both the men and the 
money. What is needed is the fullest possible acknowl- 
edgment by God’s people of his claims upon them as 
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stewards, and the consequent practice of stewardship 
principles in their every-day lives, and these inspiring 
possibilities will be reached. In a single generation the 
story of a Saviour’s love and of a Saviour’s finished 
work may be carried to the very heart of every land, 
and be preached in every tongue. 


GETTING 


—Rom. 12:12 


IV 


HE getting of money is a necessity wherever civili- 
zation has become established. The coining of 
money is one of the first steps in the advance from bar- 
barism to civilization. The higher the civilization, the 
more widely the industrial arts are introduced, the more 
does money become a necessity, and the more widely 
is it circulated. While therefore an uncivilized people 
can do without money and manage to deal with each 
other by barter, those in civilized lands, ever conscious 
of the necessity of having more or less money, make 
money-getting their universal occupation. ‘This is the 
“object for which most men live. Some make it the 
primary and supreme object of their lives, others make 
it secondary. ‘These latter strive to get money in order 
that by its use they may reach some other object, some- 
times higher, sometimes lower, than the getting of 
money for itself alone. 

There are many. pathways by which the goal is 
reached. Never were there so many ways of earning 
money, or of making money, as there are to-day. The 
present is a money-getting age. No previous age has 
been so much so. More men are wealthy to-day than 
ever before. Our modern civilization has made it pos- 
sible for more men to accumulate large sums of money 
than has been possible in any previous age. More men 
who started in life as wage-earners have become mil- 
lionaires during this century than in any other. 

With this money-getting there are great perils. The 
more money men get the more they want to get asa 
rule, until money-getting becomes a master passion, 
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ruling and controlling the whole life. Through the love 

for money men’s hearts become sordid, selfish, grasp- 

ing, and as hard and indifferent toward God as the gold" 
and silver after which they strive. ‘‘ They that will be 

rich fall into temptation and a snare.’’ Some one has 

said about riches : 


There is too often a burden of care in getting them, a burden ~ 
of anxiety in keeping them, a burden of temptation in using them, 
a burden of guilt in abusing them, a burden of sorrow in losing 
them, a burden of account at last to be given up for possessing 
and either improving or misimproying them. 


But money-getting need not be a hurtful snare, nor 
will it be if men will remember in their getting that 
they are God’s stewards. When a man realizes that he 
is a steward for the Lord God it lifts all his money-get- 
ting to a high spiritual plane. A man’s life and labor 
then become sacred, and his place of business a sanc- 
tuary. 

Our stewardship begins with our getting. It is not 
alone by our giving that we prove our faithfulness as 
stewards. Stewardship has to do with our income as 
much as with our expenditures. The moment we be- 
gin to earn wages, or derive profit from business, or re- 
ceive an income from some profession, that moment we 
become responsible as stewards. We are responsible to 
God for what he permits to come into our hands. No 
man. can be a steward of what he does not possess. Some 
people imagine that if they had a large amount of money 
they would do so much good in the world with it, but 
God is watching to see whether they are faithful as stew- 
ards with what they have. It is right here that his 
stewards are tested. Some men never get the million 
dollars they think they would do so much good with 
because they do not do all they might with what they 
do get. ‘‘He that is faithful in that which is least, is 
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faithful also in much: and he that 1s unjust in the least, 
is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been 
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit 
_ to your trust the true riches ?’’ (Luke 16: 10, 11.) 

The wage-earner who recognizes his stewardship, no 
matter how humble his toil, or how small his wages, 
lives on the high level of a sanctified life. He accepts 
the opportunity for earning money as a favor from the 
Giver of all good. He believes that the Lord his God 
gives him the power to get wealth. He gladly goes to 
his work, not as an eye-servant to please men, but as a 
servant of Christ, and in all his work he seeks to do the 
will of God from the heart. The wages he receives he 
accepts as a trust from God, and seeks with all careful- 
ness to use what he receives as God would have him 
use it. He of course is not neglectful of the needs of 
his own family. They are a charge committed to him, 
-and it is his duty to provide for their support. In 
making that provision he will do it as unto God. 

Then too the wage-earner, who lives as a steward, 
will in his money-getting be diligent and conscientious 
-as a workman. He will neither waste his employer’s 
time nor slight his work. 

When men begin to act as God’s stewards in their 
money-getting, when both employers and employees 
acknowledge their accountability to the Creator and 
Preserver of all things, labor problems which are now 
so puzzling and perplexing will not be so difficult of 
solution. The differences, the bitternesses, and the 
strifes between the laborer and the capitalist will disap- 
pear when they both remember that God is over them, 
and that he has claims upon each of them. Instead of 
striving against each other, as they do now, they will 
strive to help one another. If social reformers would 
have a most powerful lever to lift all their fellow-men to 
a higher level, or if they would advance truths and argu- 
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ments that would put all men on the same level, then 
let them proclaim the great principles and truths of 
Christian stewardship. Let them teach men every- 
where that all money and all property, whether in the 
hands of the wage earner, or in the hands of the cap- 
italist, is a trust from God to be administered for him. 

With the business man, be he merchant or manufac- — 
turer, architect or builder, whether independent or in 
company with others, a proper recognition of his stew- 
ardship will give a very decided character to all his » 
transactions. Life to him will not be divided into 
sacred and secular. There will be no line on one side 
of which he will say, ‘‘ Here I must be religious,’’ and 
on the other side of which he will say, ‘‘ Here I may be 
worldly.’’ ‘To the true steward business is as sacred a 
thing as a prayer meeting, and is to be conducted on 
the strictest lines of honesty and purity. The Christian 
steward realizes that he is in partnership with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ, and his business is car- 
ried on in relation to that partnership. He feels free 
to ask God’s guidance and blessing upon his business 
transactions, and rejoices in the consciousness of his 
heavenly Father’s presence in everything he does, or 
that takes place in connection with his business. 

Life becomes a different thing from what it usually is 
when men sell goods, or keep ledgers, or use hammers 
and saws, or plow and sow fields, for Christ. Nor is 
any duty in all the realm of daily toil too humble to be 
performed with an eye single to God’s glory. ‘Whether 
therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God”? (1 Cor. 10 : 31). Stewardship helps 
to lift men up to this high ideal. 

The ideal is not impossible. George Williams, of Lon- 
don, the founder of the Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ation, called his employees together in the morning for a 
time of prayer, to seek God’s blessing upon them and 
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upon the work of the day. The employees of the Den- 
nett dining rooms, in this country, begin the day with 
a similar religious service. The proprietors of a large 
woolen mill in Corinth, Miss., have established a short 
religious service which is well attended by those who work 
in the mill, and the testimony of those Christian men is 
that in their factories the spirit of God reigns. Instead of 
growling, swearing, or discontent, all is harmonious and 
peaceful ; good-will exists between employers and em- 
ployees, and God’s blessing rests upon their work. 
These are a few of many illustrations where money-get- 
ting is governed by the principle of Christian steward- 
ship, where men realize that they are in partnership 
with God, and gladly put themselves under the leader- 
ship of the Chief Partner for each day’s work. What 
wonder that such men prosper without seeking it, that 
they seldom or never have any trouble with their em- 
ployees, or that they do large things in the interests of 
the gospel, and of the kingdom of God. 

In these days of intense competition it has been said 
repeatedly that it is impossible for men to carry on busi- 
ness and be strictly honest. Christian men even have 
been known to stoop to schemes and tricks in their 
money-getting which they know God could not approve 
or bless. Their excuse has been that everybody else 
does it, and they have to or be crowded to the wall. 
A Christian, a man who believes he is God’s child, 
ought to be ashamed to make this, or any other excuse, 
for crookedness in his daily dealings with men. It is 
surely one of the devil’s lies that men cannot carry on 
business and be strictly honest. Can it be that the 
eternal God will be unfaithful to his promises, and for- 
sake those who are true to him? Will our God puta 
premium upon wrong-doing, and a discount upon that 
which is right? Never. He says: ‘‘Honour the Lord 
with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine 


40 STEWARDSHIP 


increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shall burst out with new wine’’ (Prov. 
3:9, 10). Oh, for a generation of Christian men and 
women having the faith to earn wages and carry on 
business as God’s stewards, to prove to the world that 
men may be honest and do business in harmony with 
the precepts and principles of God’s word and yet 
prosper. 

Money-getting is not the most important or the most 
necessary thing for this life ; but right motives and God- 
honoring methods and practices are essential to carrying 
out the principles of Christian stewardship. The story 
is told of a gentleman in New York City who died 
leaving eleven millions of dollars. He was a member 
in good standing of a Christian church. But on his 
death-bed he was very unhappy, and in great distress 
of mind gave continual expression to remorse for what 
his conscience told him had been an ill-spent life. 
“*Oh,’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘if I could only be spared for a 
few years I would give all the wealth I have amassed in 
a lifetime. J/¢ ts a life devoted to money-getting that I 
regret. It is this which weighs me down, and makes 
me despair of the life hereafter.’’? But a life devoted 
to money-getting need not end in painful regrets, and 
will not if the object of ihe money-getting is to manage 
and use the money for God’s glory. A life devoted to 
money-getting in honest and legitimate ways may be as 
glorifying to God, and as full of blessing to the world, 
as a life devoted to preaching the gospel among the 
heathen. It will be, if the money-getting is all in har- 


mony with the pure and lofty principles of Christian 
stewardship. 


STORING 


There ts that withholdeth more than ts meet, but tt 
tendeth to poverty. 


—Prov. II : 24 


Lf riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 
: —Ps. 62. 10 


Vv 


HE disposition to save money is not a prominent 
characteristic of the present age, and especially of 
the people of this country. Extravagance is more gen- 
eral than economy. The American people are noted 
the world over for the freedom with which they spend. 
And yet this is a wealth-accumulating age, and the peo- 
ple of this country are a wealth-accumulating people. 
Many in a few short years become millionaires, or 
multi-millionaires. Their wealth has increased with 
great rapidity, and while they have not practised econ- 
omy in order to store large sums of money, their riches 
have gone on increasing until they have in reserve vast 
amounts of money which they cannot well spend. Is 
this right? Can any man be faithful as God’s steward 
and at the same time hoard, lock up from the service 
for him, such large accumulations? Is it right for a 
Christian to be a millionaire? The question may be 
startling, but is worth considering. Stewardship has to 
do not only with what is given, but with what is held 
back and stored up. Can the holding back, the hoard- 
ing of large amounts of money, by those who profess to 
be the disciples of Jesus Christ, be justified ? 

We must not, of course, forget that the large offer- 
ings, which have of recent years been made to different 
departments of benevolent and religious work, could 
not have been made unless men had accumulated large 
amounts of money. Much of the benevolent and 
humanitarian and higher educational work of the pres- 
ent time would never have been founded, and could 
not now be carried on, were it not for the munificent 
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gifts of the wealthy. Many of our hospitals and col- a 
leges and universities, industrial and art institutions, 
owe their existence to men of wealth. 

The large gifts of these men to various objects would © 
have been impossible without great accumulations. If © 
men do not possess millions they cannot give millions, 
and hence many of the institutions which are a blessing 
to thousands, and which will continue to do good for 
generations to come, would never have had an existence 
had not the men who founded them become wealthy. 

Admitting now that great benefits have come to the 
church, and to humanity generally through the large 
benefactions of the wealthy, and that the amassing of | 
large amounts of money is necessary in order to make 
such gifts possible, the question still confronts us, Is the 
acquisition of money until a man possesses millions of 
dollars justifiable in the light of the principles of Chris- 
tian stewardship? What will the man whose riches — 
are rapidly increasing do if he regards himself as a 
steward and all the riches that come into his hand as a 
trust from God? Will he allow himself to become im- 
mensely wealthy, or will he put a limit on his accumu- 
lations, and apply and use the increase beyond that 
limit in connection with’ God’s kingdom, and for the 
highest welfare of his fellow-man? Should Nathaniel 
Cobb’s covenant be adopted by all? 

These are questions which at least demand consider- 
ation. The acquiring and hoarding of large sums of 
money is a most serious business, and men need to 
guard themselves against the sin of robbing God. A 
man should deal with his increase as God’s steward, and 
if he stores it, it should be in order that he may have a 
large amount to give to some worthy object for God’s 
glory. It would of course be absurd to say that a 
Christian should never be rich ; it would be absurd to 
set a limit for others in their possession of riches. We 
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must act as God would have us act. His will must 
decide. We are accountable to him as stewards, and 
our chief concern, either in allowing riches in our 
possession to increase to millions, or in limiting the 
amount of money we shall hold at any time and faith- 
fully disbursing all the increase, should be that we are 
doing what our Lord and Master wants us todo. One 
may be faithful as a steward either way. God may 
want some men to become millionaires so that in due 
time they may use millions in his work. God may 
want others to apply their large increases right along for 
the furthering of his cause and kingdom among men. 

The only storing of money approved of and enjoined 
in the Scriptures is storing for God. ‘‘ Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no 
gatherings when I come’’ (1 Cor. 16: 2). Laying by 
according to this teaching is not a laying by for self, 
nor for the purpose of leaving a fortune to one’s chil- 
dren. It is the setting apart of a percentage of all that 
God prospers us with as stewards, to be used solely in 
his work. It is laying by for God. All other laying 
by is discountenanced, forbidden, and condemned in 
the word of God. 

“Tay not up for yourselves treasures on the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break 
through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal. For 
where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also”’ 
(Matt. 6 : 19-21, Improved Version). 

“« Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wis- 


dom, . . for riches certainly make themselves wings ; 
they fly away as an eagle toward heaven’’ (Prov. 23: 
A; 5) 


‘Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay 
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field to field, till there be no room, and ye be made to 
dwell alone in the midst of the land’”’ (Isa. 5 : 8, R.V.). 

‘<They who desire to be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful desires, 
which sink men into destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is a root of all evils ; which some long- 
ing for wandered away from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows’’ (1 Tim. 6 : 9, 10). 

‘¢Charge those who are rich in this age not to be 
high-minded, not to place their hope on the uncertainty 
of riches, but on God, who gives us all things richly for 
enjoyment ; to do good, to be rich in good works, fo de 
Sree in imparting, willing to communicate ; laying up in 
store for themselves a good foundation against the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on the true life’’ (1 
Tim. 6 : 17-19). 

‘‘For what doth it profit a man to gain the whole 
world and to forfeit his soul? or what is a man to give 
in exchange for his soul?’’ (Mark 8 : 36, 37.) 

‘‘And he spake a parable to them saying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully : 
And he reasoned within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have not where to store my fruits? And he 
said, This will I do; I will pull down my barns, and . 
build greater; and there I will store all my grain and 
my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 
many goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, be merry. But God said to him, Fool! 
this night thy soul is required of thee ; and the things 
which thou hast prepared, whose will they be? So zs 
he that lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God’’ (Luke 12 : 16-21, Improved Version). 

Storing, or hoarding, simply that one may be rich is 
contrary to these teachings of God’s word. Such stor- 
ing of riches is pure selfishness, and selfishness is sin. 

And even when men have gathered vast amounts of 
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money and are counted rich they are not satisfied. 

The more men have the more they want, until the 

amassing of riches becomes an overmastering passion 

with them. ‘Their increase of wealth begets covetous-. 
ness, and covetousness like a consuming fever burns out 
_ of the heart all love for God, and all sympathy for a 
needy and perishing humanity. The fever is only fos- 

tered, not expelled, by additional possessions. ‘‘He 
_ that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver ; nor 
he that loveth abundance with increase’’ (Eccl. 5 : 10). 

Men derive true satisfaction not from ge¢¢ing so much as 
from giving. ‘There is no joy in withholding from God, - 
_ there is in fully and freely yielding up to him. ‘‘It is 
_ more blessed to give than to receive.’’ 

Men desire large increase in their possessions some- 
times in order that they may leave fortunes to their 
children, supposing that the interests of their children 
_ will be promoted by their being left rich. But in num- 
berless instances the very reverse of this has been true. 
Luxurious idleness, fostered by abundance of riches 
which cost no effort to obtain, is the highway to ruin. 
Many rich men’s sons have entered that highway and 
followed it to its fearful end. 

Storing for self, or for sons, involves withholding from 
God. ‘‘Willa man rob God?’’ Willa steward take 
his lord’s money and spend it upon himself, or transfer 
it from his lord’s bank account to his own, and not be 
guilty of robbery? And yet what countless millions 
which have accumulated in the hands of the professed 
disciples of Christ, who have been called to be his 
stewards, and which might have given wings to God’s 
messages of love and salvation to a lost world, have been 
held back, and locked up, and have not been permitted 
to do any service for God, nor bring any blessing to 
men. Money-getting is not itself a sin, nor is it a sin 
to be rich; but it is a sin to love money more than one 
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loves God. It is a sin to become a mammon worshiper. 
It is a sin for God’s stewards to withhold from him what 
he has committed to them as a trust. It is a sin to 
allow money, and the devotion of time and energy to 
the getting of money, to crowd God out of the heart 
and life. This is the sure result, however, when, like the 
rich man in the parable, men lay up treasures for them- 
selves and are not rich toward God as his stewards. 
Hoarding doesn’t pay after all. Not only are there 
a thousand perils attending the hoarding of money 
itself, but God has shown that in some way he will have 
his own, and if men withhold from him he will in some 
way take it from them. Most clearly and strongly has 
D. S. Gregory called attention to this in his recent stir- 


ring Book, ‘‘ Christ’s Trumpet Call to the Ministry.’’ 
He writes : 


Already thoughtful men are coming to recognize the fact that 
the most dangerous classes in society are not, after all, the men 
and women down in the slums; but the rich people who have 
millions and nothing to do except to try to get more, or to find 
something to kill time and out of which to get a passing enjoy- 
ment. These are the dangerous classes, because their position 
and wealth and show give them marvelous influence over all the 
middle classes, and thereby enable them to gloss over irreligion, 
immorality, and vice; to pervert the moral sentiment of the coun- 
try and of the world; and to debase and debauch with equal ease 
the home life, politics, and religion. 

Now God’s providences, in all past history, have shown that it 
was not his purpose that we should gather up all this wealth for 
ourselves and keep it for ourselvyes—or, at least, that we cannot do 
it without ruin. We ought to have learned this lesson in connec- 
tion with the late Civil War. We kept the slave to make money by ; 
but we learned that ‘‘ God will have his own.’’ He struck off the 
chains. He took ten thousand million dollars,in various ways ; and 
that was probably as much as we had made by our oppression—or 
more, God will have his own! Men ought to learn it by the panics 
that come periodically, in consequence of their pushing on in their 
greed for wealth and thinking of nothing else. Every great panic 
has that lesson of God in it; and the financial crisis and stress 
through which the nation is passing at the present time has a les- 


STORING 49 


son along the same line. Just so long as men use the gold and 
silver and steam and electricity and all these forces of nature and 
humanity that God has given them, for selfish ends, for the amass- 
ing of wealth, for pleasure and luxury and show—just so long they 
_ will find panics recurring, they will find stoppages of activity, they 
- will find ruin overwhelming them from time to time. 


_ There was a time once with the people of Israel when 
they did just as hundreds are doing now, when they 
withheld their substance from God, and began spending 
it upon themselves. It was in the days of the prophet 
Haggai. God’s house was lying waste, and the people 
said to each other, ‘‘ The time is not come, the time 
- that the Lord’s house should be built,’’ and then turn- 
‘ing their backs upon God’s house and its needs they 
began spending their money beautifying their own 
homes. But they were the losers in the long run, for 
presently their harvests failed, they sowed much and 
brought in little, and even what they did gather God 
blew upon and it was gone, and they who earned wages 
earned wages to put in a bag with holes (Haggai 1: 1- 
II). 

Lil make a most tremendous mistake when they 
suppose that the way to get rich is to hold back, and 
hoard up, and stow away. God’s word says: ‘‘ There 
is that scattereth and yet increaseth, and there is that 
-withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to pov- 
erty.’’? God’s word says: ‘‘ Honour the Lord with thy 
substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine increase, 
so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine.’’ 

The church does not need more- money in order to 
carry on God’s work in the world. It has abundance. 
Millions upon millions of dollars in the hands of church- 
members are lying idle, selfishly withheld from God and 
his service, and this too, at a time when, as never 
before, God has opened wide the door of opportunity 
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and made it possible for his people to accomplish great - 
things for him. Whatever barriers may have existed in 
the past to keep the church from fulfilling the commis- 
sion of Christ to preach the gospel to every creature, no 
barriers sufficient to excuse the church from imme- 
diately accomplishing the work exist now. The church 
of Christ has to-day practically free and unhindered 
access to all the nations of the.earth. The church’s 
facilities are wholly adequate to meet all the demands 
of the work of world-wide evangelization. The men 
and the means sufficient for the work are within the 
church’s borders. And yet the work is not done, and 
while five or six thousand persons stand ready at once 
to enter the field, and cannot because missionary socie- 
ties have not the means to send them, the tremendous 
conclusion is forced upon us that nothing is so effectu- 
ally hindering God’s world-wide work from being done 
as the withholding from God of money now in the 
hands of Christian people. 


EXTRAVAGANCE 


Low there was a certain rich man, and he was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, faring sumptuously 


(making merry in splendor) every day. 
—Luke 16: 19 


VI 


LONG with the storing of wealth for self there is 
the parallel evil of spending it extravagantly for 
selfish gratification and pleasure. Luxurious living usu- 
ally comes in with the increase of wealth. When 
either individuals, churches, or nations, have grown 
wealthy, their history has too frequently been character- 
ized by large expenditures for the gratification of appe- 
‘tite, indulgence in pleasure, and to minister to vain- 
glory and pride. Money-getting and pleasure-seeking 
are the parents of extravagance. The increase of 
riches multiplies a man’s wants. There is a wide dif- 
ference between wants and needs. 

‘*Man needs but little here below.’’ But what shall 
be said of man’s wants? Who shall enumerate them, 
who shall begin to count up all the desires, uttered and 
unexpressed, which fill men’s hearts after things they 
have not, but which, as a rule, they obtain when they 
have money enough to do so? Asa man’s wealth in- 
creases his wants increase. ‘The things which would 
have been regarded as great luxuries to him when he 
was receiving an ordinary income and which he man- 
aged then to do without are regarded as necessaries, 
and so indispensable when his income has been greatly 
increased. Money is as much the creator of wants as 
it is the dispeller of them—the wants which it creates 
being chiefly artificial and superfluous. Men without 
money live in the realm of actual want ; and men with 
money live in the realm of artificial want—and the 
latter are often worse off than the former. This realm 
of artificial want is, as a matter of course, very largely 
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the realm of extravagance and money wasting. For in 
that realm enormous sums of money are spent upon 
those things which men and women do not really need 
and which, without detracting from their earthly com- 
fort, they could do without, and which the claims of 
God upon them as his stewards require that they should 
do without. 

<¢ There was a certain rich man which had a steward, 
and the same was accused unto him that he was wast 
ing his goods.’? So might the accusation be justly 
made against many who have been called to be stew- 
ards for God. Indeed, the immense waste of the 
money which God has committed to his people as a 
sacred trust is one of the saddest things that can be 
contemplated in connection with this whole subject of 
stewardship. It is a lamentable fact that a large pro- 
portion of the money that comes into the hands of 
professed Christians is worse than thrown away. It is 
not only that it is wasted in extravagant expenditures 
for personal pleasure, but alas, even in such expendi- 
tures no small portion goes to further the interests of 
the kingdom of darkness. The world, the unbeliev- 
ing, irreligious, scoffing, Christ-hating, and Christ-op- 
posing world, is largely supported in its customs and 
ways and in its opposition to Christianity by the re- 
sources it draws from the church-members which it de- 
ludes into conformity to it. Misused wealth is doing 
much in these days to increase the difficulties which 
confront Christianity ; but in no way are these difficul- 
ties made greater than by the actual assistance which 
the forces of evil receive from the manner in which 
many spend their money, and unless there is a turning 
from folly and sin in fostering worldliness, both in the 
church and out of it, there will be some startling sur- 
prises and much confusion of face when before God an 
account of stewardship is demanded. 


EXTRAVAGANCE 55 


There are, of course, necessary and legitimate ex- 
penses which must be taken into account in connection 
with our stewardship. Our Lord is not a hard Master, 
to stint his stewards and put them on a short allowance 
when they serve him. Providing for his family is part 
of the Christian’s duty as a steward. He has no more 

right to withhold from them or permit them to suffer 
than he has to withhold from God. ‘‘If any pro- 
videth not for his own, and specially his own house- 
hold, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an 
unbeliever’’ (1 Tim. 5 : 8, R. V.). The consecration of 
ourselves and our property to God as his stewards will 
not deprive us, or those depending upon us, of any 
comforts which we or they really need. Whatever 
there may be of temporal blessings which God’s stew- 
ards or their families need, God will not see them 
lack. ‘‘ Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things.’’ A faithful steward will seek 
in all personal expenditures to know and do God’s 
will, and will seek to act as a steward in making those 
expenditures. In this matter no other rule can be 
laid down. Circumstances differ very greatly, and an 
amount that would be extravagant in one case would be 
absolutely necessary in another. Some people would 
best fulfill the requirements of their stewardship if they 
would spend more in a common sense and helpful way 
upon themselves and families. Our message therefore 
is not against necessary expenditures which home or 
business life creates, nor is it against those comforts 
and pleasures which go to make life bright and happy 
and useful. Pleasant homes, comfortably and even 
beautifully furnished, good food and clothing, educa- 
tional and social advantages—all that is really necessary 
to the best kind of living may all be had, and not a 
dollar be wasted or spent in a useless manner. ; 

But extravagance and an utter misuse of wealth may 
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be pointed out even after a most liberal allowance has 
been made for expenditures for personal comfort and 
pleasure. It is against this that there is good ground 
for complaint. That there is a most appalling amount 
of inexcusable extravagance in society to-day is only 
too apparent. It is one of the sins of the times, and 
by it not only is God being robbed of money that 
should go into his work, but men are thereby fostering 
selfishness and pride in their own hearts and minister- 
ing to the lowest instincts and appetites of their natures. 
Nor is this extravagance confined to those who have 
the money to spend, whose hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for an evening party and ball do not materi- 
ally lessen their wealth or make it necessary to leave 
other bills unpaid; but others, aping the rich without 
possessing the riches, filled with pride and a desire to 
be thought wealthy by society, make expenditures be- 
yond their means, involve themselves in debt, and 
then too often dishonestly ignore the bills incurred and 
never pay them. ‘This is, of course, the extreme point 
to which the pendulum of extravagance swings ; but to 
that point it does swing, and much suffering to those 
who have filled the costly orders is the result. Even 
among what we are pleased to call the industrial classes 
we find a fostering of artificial wants and the spending 
of money for articles which contribute in no measure to 
their comfort, are not necessary, and only gratify their 
pride or minister to some appetite of their lower na- 
ture. In every instance money is wasted that should 
have been devoted to higher uses according to the 
principles of Christian stewardship. 

The channels through which this river of extrava- 
gance flows are very numerous. We cannot trace all 
of them in a single paragraph of these pages. A whole 
book might be written on this one point, filled with 
facts from the customs and doings of modern society, 
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which would startle our readers. We can only say 
enough here to indicate the lines along which the in- 
vestigation might be made. ‘There is extravagance in 
costly apparel and jewelry. There are ladies who 
spend more on personal adornment in these ways every 
year than would support many a missionary on the for- 
eign field. A missionary from the West, attending the 
meetings of the American Home Mission Society at 
Saratoga, wrote to his wife that he saw among the 
fashionable crowd there one young lady ‘‘ whose cos- 
tume was worth one meeting-house, twenty-three Sab- 
bath-school libraries, and forty cottage organs.’? A 
gentleman recently paid three thousand dollars duty on 
dresses which his wife brought with her from Paris. 
Among the wedding presents given a bride of fashion- 
able society was a necklace worth one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars. A Christian lady pays 
five hundred dollars for a shawl, while a gentleman 
pays two hundred for a fur coat. And so on the list 
might be extended. 

Extravagance is seen too in the costly palatial resi- 
dences, furnished at enormous expense, and requiring a 
retinue of servants to keep up. Some of the million- 
aires have been protesting against the tax assessments 
on their magnificent estates, and perhaps the tax com- 
missioners over-estimated the value of the princely 
homes and the splendid parks surrounding them ; but 
even at the most conservative valuation, who can fail to 
see in the immense outlay of money in connection with 
these palaces of the rich, that there has not been that 
regard for simplicity which becomes those who are 
made stewards of God’s silver and gold. Dr. A. E. 
Waffle, in ‘‘Christianity and Property,’’ asks this 
timely question : 


Is it the will of Christ that his followers should live in fine 
houses, fill them with elegant and luxurious furniture, adorn them 
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with costly works of art, and keep a retinue of servants to care for 
them; that they should wear fashionable and expensive clothing, 
and bedeck themselves with jewels ; that they should keep horses 
and carriages, give costly parties, fare sumptuously every day at 
their tables, and that they should indulge in travel for mere sight- _ 
seeing, and in other pleasures which the world calls innocent? It 
is not a question of what kind of a life is considered desirable 
from a worldly or social point of view; we are seeking to know 
the will of our Lord. 


The accumulation of money in the hands of church- 
members, and the costly methods of living into which 
professed disciples of the Lord Jesus have drifted, 
have their sequel in the increased costliness of re- 
ligious work. Simplicity in church structure and fur- 
nishings has given place to something more than mere 
comfort and attractiveness, which it must be con- 
fessed the church buildings of half a century ago very 
generally lacked. In many instances the other ex- 
treme from the severe plainness of cushionless pews 
and carpetless floors has been reached. Extravagance 
has found its way even into the house of God, and 
manifested itself in most costly and most magnificent 
furnishing and adornment. We know the plea is made 
that God should have our best; and so he should, but 
does he ask this at our hands while millions are perish- 
ing for want of the bread of life? Besides, is God’s 
glory always the aim and purpose of such costliness in 
church buildings, or is it rather to minister to selfish- 
ness and pride? Houses of worship should be attrac- 
tive, both within and without, and they should be com- 
fortable in all their furnishings,—not too poorly fur- 
nished for the rich, nor too richly furnished for the poor. 
But in many instances this happy medium has been lost 
sight of, and thousands of dollars have been put into 
buildings which should have been devoted directly to 
the great purpose for which the church exists on earth, 
namely, the. preaching of the gospel to every creature. 
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The waste of money in useless and often harmful in- 
dulgences is far too common among those who should 
realize their stewardship. Ina conversation the writer 
had with two Christian young men who used tobacco, 
one admitted that he spent at least a dollar a day on 
the weed, while the other stated that he supposed his 
tobacco bill was not less than six hundred dollars a 
year. These young men were not wealthy, but were 
receiving good incomes, and were liberal in their gifts 
to Christian work, and actively engaged in the work, 
but thought very little about the money spent in this 
indulgence. They were reminded that the one thousand 
dollars, or so, which they together spent in tobacco 
would pay the salary of a pastor of a church, or sup- 
port a missionary. This is doubtless an extreme in- 
stance. Few perhaps spend so much as these young 
men in tobacco ; at the same time it does not require 
any very extended mathematical effort to show that the 
amount of money wasted in tobacco by Christian men 
is very great. Supposing there are only a million men 
out of the entire church-membership of the United 
States who use tobacco, and that these only spend 
twelve dollars each a year—a dollar a month—we 
have an amount equal to the entire sum contributed to 
both home and foreign missions by the churches in this 
. country. On what ground can such an expenditure be 
excused, let alone defended? What will these stew- 
ards be able to say—for they are stewards—when 
they come to give an account of their stewardship? 
What indeed will they be able to say about their Lord’s 
money which they have spent in tobacco? 

These are only some of the ways in which the Lord’s 
money is wasted, and many other ways might be men- 
tioned. Dr. A. T. Pierson tells of a millionaire who 
was buried in a ten thousand dollar casket and whose 
funeral, as a whole, cost three times that amount. The 
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extravagant costliness of funerals in general is one of 
the sins of the times. Some one needs to inaugurate a 
crusade against the evil. It is said that a banker’s 
wife appeared at a party, in Washington, in a costume | 
covered with one-hundred and five-hundred dollar 

bills, and that the total value of the dress and jewels 

she wore was about three hundred thousand dollars. 

Such love of display might be fitting in the palaces of 
heathen Moguls; but even the ordinary sense of 
decency would seem to be sufficient to condemn it in a 

civilized and Christianized country. 

But do not the churches foster many of these ex- 
travagances? What can be expected of the members 
of the congregation in their personal practices when 
the church pays three thousand dollars a year for ar- 
tistic singing, and gives barely one hundred and fifty 
dollars a year for foreign missions! Is it not just that 
sort of thing which leads men to put a nickel or a dime 
in the collection basket, while they will spend several 
hundreds a year for an opera box? The selfishness 
which is at the bottom of these vast expenditures is as 
black a sin as stains any soul. How utterly opposed to 
the spirit of the Christ, who, though he was rich, yet 
for our sakes became poor! How men who bear his 
name ought to bow in very shame at the thought of 
such sinful, selfish extravagances as have been men- - 
tioned. The picture is by no means a pleasant one, 
but it is a true picture, and is as sad as it is true. And 
since it is true, is it not time that a halt were called, 
and Christians everywhere awakened to a sense of their 
responsibility to live as God’s stewards, regulating 
their use and expenditure of money according to his 
will. These tremendous and inexcusable leakages of 
money should be stopped. Christ so claims, the needs 
of God’s work so demand, the unprecedented oppor- 
tunities of the hour so constrain. 


ECONOMY 


Godliness with contentment ts great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world, and tt ts certain we 
can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment, 


let us be therewith content. 
—t Tim. 6: 6-8 


VII 


STEWARD of the Lord Jesus is his representa- 
tive as well as his servant. He should aim 
therefore at so living that he would manifest something 
of the spirit of his Lord and Master. Freedom from 
ostentation and show, lowliness of mind and simplicity 
of life, surely become those who are followers of the 
meek and lowly Christ, who though he was rich yet for 
our sakes became poor. ‘‘Have this mind in you 
_ which was also in Christ Jesus.’’ That manner of liv- 
ing which is influenced by the spirit of the world, and 
by the lusts of the flesh and the pride of life, and 
which, in conformity to the world, is characterized by 
extravagance and waste, is altogether inconsistent with 
the principles and obligations of Christian stewardship. 
An abiding sense of our stewardship will not only 
greatly help us to resist the many temptations of the 
times to spend money uselessly, but will also lead to a 
proper practice of economy in all our use of money. 
In some minds there is prejudice against the word 
economy, because it has come to be thought of as a 
synonym of stinginess. But there is a great differ- 
ence between true economy and stinginess. Econ- 
omy is freedom from extravagance and waste ; stinginess 
is freedom from generosity. Economy conserves for 
good purposes ; stinginess reserves from good purposes. 
Economy may be practised with the most generous feel- 
ings ; stinginess cannot be practised without making a 
man mean and niggardly. For a Christian steward to 
live along the lines of a right economy is by no means 
to lower his dignity asa man. Smiles says: 
63 
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By prudential economy we can realize the dignity of man. There 
is dignity in the very effort to save with a worthy purpose, even 
though the attempt should not be crowned with success. It pro- 
duces a well regulated mind, it gives virtue the mastery over vice, 
it puts the passions under control. 


‘‘Godliness with contentment is great gain.’’ And 
there is nothing more essential to the practice of 
economy than a contented heart. It is written, ‘‘ Let 
your conversation, or disposition, be without covetous- 
ness, and be content with such things as ye have.’’ 
But we are not content with such things as we have. 
We see others possessing things which we do not pos- 
sess, the fever of covetousness seizes us, and we are not 
satisfied till we have as good or better. It is the craze 
for buying things, often useless nothings, which makes 
so many people such spendthrifts and wasters. There | 
is need, great need, of the cultivation of contentment 
with things already possessed among God’s people. 
Simpler living, not niggardly miserliness, but sensible, 
thoughtful inexpensiveness in living, having necessaries 
and comforts without extravagance, will contribute quite 
as much to true happiness as the constant spending of 
money in order to gratify some whim, or to have some- 
thing not already possessed. ‘‘A covetous man is 
fretful because he has not as much as he desires; but a 
gracious man is thankful because he has more than he 
deserves.’’ Outward possessions cannot create inward 
peace. Godliness with contentment is great gain. 
Great gain without godliness usually brings discontent. 
Christian economy is an economy that makes gain stoop 
to godliness, and does not permit godliness to stoop to 
gain. The obligations of Christian stewardship require 
economy of this sort. 

While contentment with such things as we have is 
essential to economy, a humble and unwavering trust 
in God is essential to true contentment of heart. God 
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has said, ‘‘I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.’’ 
Having such a promise, and being blessed with all spir- 
itual blessings in heavenly things in Christ, surely we 
may well believe that he will not withhold any good 
thing from us. ‘‘ My God shall supply every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus ’’ 
(Phil. 4:19). Living a life of faith in the Son of God 
lies at the bottom of all true fidelity in stewardship. It 
requires faith at the outset to step out into the life 
which a recognition of one’s stewardship involves, and 
it requires faith to press forward into all the duties 
and sacrifices into which that life leads. But shall we 
shrink from the life on that account? God forbid! 
Rather let us pray for faith to be faithful as God’s 
stewards. 

The practice of economy as God’s stewards does not 
mean that we are to spend nothing on ourselves. 
Frances Ridley Havergal says in ‘‘ Kept for the Mas- 
ters Use””: 


We are to spend what is really needful o7 ourselves, because it 
is our charge to do so, but not for ourselves, because we are not 
our own, but our Master’s. He who knoweth our frame knows 
its need of rest and medicine, food and clothing ; and the procur- 
ing of these for our entrusted bodies should be done as much for 
Jesus as the greater pleasure of procuring them for some one 
else. 


There is a stewardship of health, a stewardship of 
our bodies, which is just as important as any other part 
of our stewardship. When we remember this it will 
not be difficult to so adjust our expenditures on our- 
selves that they will neither be lavish nor scant, but will 
be so regulated that we shall be able to devote the 
largest amount possible out of our income to the 
Lord’s work. It was the recognition of this principle 
that led John Wesley to limit his personal expenses toa 
certain amount, even when his income was increased, 
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and to give all the increase to the Lord. He recog- 
nized the truth that he was a steward, and that when 
his Lord entrusted him with a large amount of money 
he was not to spend it upon himself, but continuing to 
live in a modest and inexpensive manner, he was to 
make the best possible use of it for the spread of the 
gospel and the salvation of souls. 

- This is a high degree of consecration; but the 
irecords of Christian benevolence show that not a few 
have reached it. There have been Christian stewards 
who have put a limit upon their personal or family ex- 
penses, and have said, ‘‘ Thus far shalt thou go, but no 
farther,’’ while in loving loyalty to Christ they have 
devoted the balance of their income, no matter how 
much it increased, to the Lord’s work. One whose 
income was seven thousand five hundred dollars a year 
lived on five hundred dollars and gave seven thousand 
dollars to religious and benevolent causes. Another 
whose income was ten thousand dollars lived on one 
thousand dollars and devoted the balance to the cause 
of Christ. Astonishing is the spirit of self-denial 
which enables any one thus to part not only with one- 
tenth, but with mine-tenths of what is received. This 
is tithing reversed, one-tenth kept and nine-tenths 
given. Another, it is said, whose income was forty 
thousand dollars, limited his personal expenses to one 
thousand two hundred dollars, and administered the 
whole of the remainder in direct service for Christ. A 
few years ago a young man went out to India as a mis- 
sionary under the Baptist Foreign Missionary Society 
of Ontario and Quebec. A few months after he 
reached his mission field among the Telugus he was so 
deeply impressed with the need of more missionaries 
that he spent a whole night in prayer about it. The 
perplexing question was, How was it possible for the 
Board to send more men while it was so difficult to 
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secure funds sufficient for the work already under- 
taken? As the morning dawned, he determined to 
relinquish three hundred dollars of his salary of eight 
hundred dollars that another man might be sent. That 
“was more than economy, that was sacrifice. 

For those who for years have constantly increased 
their living expenses with the increase of their inconre 
or their riches, it would be no easy matter now to 
greatly reduce those expenses, and henceforth keep 
them at a certain limit which would be at least in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of economy, if not of sacrifice. 
But there are at least many leakages that might be 
stopped, and many luxuries and indulgences that 
might be cut off for Christ’s sake, and so, if not all at 
once, then step by step, the whole life would be 
brought to a basis of simplicity and consecration that 
would be glorifying to God. ‘‘ Economy is not a nat- 
ural instinct, but the growth of experience, example, 
and forethought.’’ Consecration too, while the act of 
a moment, is also the work of a lifetime, a perpetual 
progression. And so, while some may not be prepared 
to set the limit of their personal expenditures below 
what they are, they can at least say they shall not be 
more than they are at present, and should their income 
increase beyond what it is now, they may determine 
not to allow any increase in their living expenses, but 
to honor the Lord with their increase and devote it all 
to him. 

Several of the great missionary societies have fre- 
quently found it so difficult to obtain sufficient funds to 
carry on their work that retrenchment has been seri- 
ously suggested, and indeed in some places made. 
Most earnestly would we take up the cry, ‘‘ Retrench- 
ment !’’ and say, yes, what is needed throughout the 
church of Jesus Christ to-day is retrenchment ; not, 
indeed, in the mission fields, not, indeed, to the with- 
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drawing of noble, self-sacrificing men and women from 
the great God-given work, but retrenchment among 
the church-members, prayerfully planned and con-- 
stantly applied retrenchment in connection with the- 
ordinary and every-day uses of money; a retrench-— 
ment that would bring an end to the immoderate ex- 
penditure and waste of wealth which God has com- 
mitted to men as a sacred trust ; a retrenchment that 
would limit the living expenses of Christian people to 
the point of economy and simplicity, if not to the 
point of self-denial and sacrifice for Christ’s sake. Let 
there be retrenchment after this sort, and there will 
never again be any necessity to suggest retrenchment 
in any form in connection with God’s great work of 
evangelizing the world. 


GIVING 


But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully. 
—2 Cor.9:6 


Freely ye have recetved, freely give. 
—WMatt. 10:8 


It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
—Acts 20 + 35 


VIll 


IVING is only a part of the duty of stewardship, 
but it isa very important part. It is well to be 
diligent in getting as God’s steward, but the ultimate 
aim of all getting must: be giving. One of the most 
faithful stewards of wealth of the present time began 
life as a young man with the prayer, ‘‘ Lord, give me a 
hand /o ge¢ and a heart fo gtve.’’ A man may ge¢ ear- 
“nestly and be rewarded by a large income as a result, 
he may also live in a simple, inexpensive manner, and 
yet if there is not a corresponding earnestness in gv- 
_ing he falls short as a steward. The complaint of the 
nobleman against the servant who kept the pound laid 
up in a napkin was that he did not gain anything by it. 
fle was condemned because he failed to get. The com- 
plaint of the lord of the vineyard against the husband- 
men to whom he let it forth was, that they did not give 
him of the fruit of the vineyard. The vineyard was 
his, and while the husbandmen to whom it was let had 
a right to a share of the fruits they had no right to 
hold all for themselves. A share was due the lord of 
the vineyard for the use of it. He who furnished the 
pound expected the steward to get something by a 
proper use of it, and he who furnished the vineyard 
expected the stewards to make some returns out of 
what they got from his vineyard. The one was con- 
demned because he did not ge¢; the others were con- 
demned because they did not gzve. 

As stewards we are to recognize God’s ownership of 
all things, not only by making the best possible use of 
what he places in our possession, but also by constantly 
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making returns to him of all the increase that comes to 
us through that use. The faithful steward says regard- 
ing his giving: ‘‘I have nothing of my own to give, and 
when I give it is simply giving back to God that which 
already belongs to him.’’ And that is all our giving is. 
‘All things come of thee, and of thine own have we 
given thee’’ (1 Chron. 29 : 14). 

When a man recognizes his stewardship his giving 
will be not only an acknowledgment of God’s owner- 
ship and of God’s right, but it will also be in recogni- 
tion of his partnership with God. Christian steward- 
ship is nothing less than a partnership with God, in 
which God is the chief partner who furnishes all the 
capital. He who is privileged to be a member of the 
partnership as a steward will not give carelessly. He 
will not give in a loose, haphazard, fickle, or spasmodic 
manner, asso many do. His giving will be governed 
by principles which emanate from God himself. In all 
his giving he will seek to act in harmony with the will 
of the Chief Partner and Owner. He will act for him. 

The giving of God’s steward will be systematic. 
There may be liberal and willing-hearted giving which 
is not systematic. There are those who give freely, to 
whom it seems a pleasure to give, who do not give ac- 
cording to any fixed principles. When some special 
appeal is made to them they gladly respond and con- 
tribute generously ; but the giving does not go right on 
according to some plan and proportion whether the ap- 
peal is made or not, or whether any special need of 
the Lord’s work is ever brought to their attention. 
True systematic giving is never governed by the emo- 
tions, nor by the urgency of the appeal that is made at 
any particular time. He who gives systematically gives 
whether his emotions have been stirred or not. He 
may not be present at the service the day the offering 
is made for missions, but his offering will as certainly 
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be made, and be as large perhaps as if he had been 
there. Systematic giving is simply the setting apart of 
a certain proportion or percentage of one’s income for 
the Lord. The systematic giver does not allow him- 
self to run the risk of robbing God by leaving his giv- 
ing to mere caprice. He settles upon the portion, or 
proportion, of his income which he will set aside, or 
lay by, as the Lord’s, and in faith allows nothing to in- 
terfere with the plan decided upon. In most cases 
this proportion will never be less than one-tenth; in 
many cases it will be a larger percentage ; while others 
again will determine to limit their personal expenses to 
a certain amount, and devote the remainder of their 
income, however much it may be or become, to the 
Lord’s work. This latter is undoubtedly the highest 
exercise of the privilege of stewardship. There are 
many too, with large incomes, who could without diffi- 
culty meet the obligations of their stewardship in this 
way. With others this would not be so easy, for they 
would find it hard to cut down their living expenses be- 
low what they receive. The giving of a tenth would 
with such be as high a standard of systematic giving as 
the giving, by those who have a larger income, of the 
entire remainder after the limited allowance for living 
expenses had been set apart. The main and impor- 
tant thing is that the giving shall be according to some 
plan. It shall not be left to chance. It shall not de- 
pend upon feeling. It shall not be spasmodic or un- 
certain in any way, but shall be definite and system- 
atic, a giving that can always be depended upon. 

The fixing of some plan, the deciding upon some 
proportion is a necessity. We areso weak and fickle, 
there are so many opportunities and temptations to 
spend money, that we are in danger of forgetting God 
and of robbing him, and wasting what should have 
been set apart for him. Having a plan, the putting 
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aside of a stated proportion as we receive, will be a 
safeguard against forgetting God, and will stop many a 
leakage. 

. Faithfulness in stewardship requires an increase in giv- 
ing with every increase ofincome. God does not give us 
an increase of wealth to heap up for or spend upon our- 
selves. ‘‘If riches increase set not your heart upon 
them’? for yourself. ‘*‘ Honour the Lord with thy sub- 
stance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase.’’ 
One of the secrets of the lack of funds for the great mis- 
sionary enterprises of the church at the present time is 
in the fact that multitudes of professing Christians have 
failed in their giving to keep pace with their increased 
ability to give. While their gains in riches have multi- 
plied, their giving to God has stood still. After a New 
England pastor had preached a rousing missionary ser- 
mon and obtained the largest offering the church had 
ever made, one of the deacons, the richest man in the 
church, expressed great pleasure at the result, and said 
that when he came to the place he was a poor boy work- 
ing for fifty cents a day. He then resolved to give a 
dollar a year to the cause of foreign missions, and he 
would state, for the encouragement of his pastor, that he 
had continued to give a dollar a year from that day to the 
present. How many there are throughout the church 
to-day who have done no better, who years ago set up 
the dollar standard and have never gone beyond it, 
even though their incomes have increased a hundred- 
oe and who, like the deacon, imagine they are lib- 
eral. 

The faithful steward will give intelligently. How un- 
wise many are in their giving, unwise because they are 
thoughtless. They do not carefully inform themselves 
concerning the objects to which they give. They do 
not find out the needs and magnitude of those objects, 
nor do they know very fully what good is being accom- 
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plished by what is given. A steward should attend to 
the duties of his stewardship in a businesslike manner. 
What business man would invest his money, as a matter 
of business, without making diligent inquiry as to the 
probable results of that investment, or without carefully 
studying all the circumstances that would affect it? And 
yet how often men give just because they are asked, with 
no intelligent appreciation of the object to which they 
give. They give and dismiss the matter from their 
minds. Nor does it matter much what the object is. 
The great work of giving the gospel to the millions of 
heathendom is treated with no more thoughtfulness 
and consideration than some insignificant matter in 
- connection with the work of the local church. Faith- 
fulness in stewardship requires intelligent action. God’s 
steward should keep himself informed concerning the 
different departments of the Lord’s work. He should 
_ keep himself in personal touch with all the activities of 
the local church. He should know about the work 
that is being done by the benevolent institutions of his 
own community. He should be familiar with the home 
and foreign missionary movements of the church, espe- 
cially those of his own denomination. And then, 
knowing what is being done and what is needed to 
_be done, he can come to some intelligent conclusion 
as to his duty toward these various objects as God’s 
steward. There can be little satisfaction or joy in giving 
unless we give intelligently. 

A steward who would be faithful will not give indis- 
criminately. There are times when it is the duty of a 
steward not to give, for there are times when giving will 
do more harm than good. Business men of our great 
cities are besieged, day after day, by all sorts of applica- 
tions for assistance. Along with those who seek help 
for legitimate objects there mingles a great host of im- 
postors and frauds. It is no virtue to give to every- 
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body. Yet there are kind and sympathetic men who 
find it almost impossible to refuse. Such men are soon 
found out by the tramps and humbugs of society, and a 
constant drain is made upon their resources by this class. 
I have known men who have given away so much indis- 
criminately, who have responded to so many appeals, 
the character of which they could not or did not inves- 
tigate, that they had comparatively little left to give to 
the great enterprises of God for the salvation of the 
world. ‘There are thousands to-day seeking the sym- 
pathy of Christian men to whom it might be said as 
Jesus said to some who came to him: ‘‘ Ye seek me 
not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat 
of the loaves, and were filled.’’ A prominent minister 
recently testified in a ministers’ conference that he had 
very carefully inquired into the working of missions in 
New York and Brooklyn, where it was the custom to 
feed the hungry with the object of reaching them and 
giving them the gospel, and that he had found that the 
workers of these missions were unable to trace any spir- 
itual results to the method. A bread-and-butter gospel 
is after all a big waste of energy and means, It is not 
always the best thing for the man to give him a loaf of 
bread. What most hungry men and women need is 
Christ. If they had him they would not need help as 
arule. Men are beggars most often because they are 
not Christians, and giving to them only fosters their re- 
jection of Christ instead of bringing them to him. We 
do not say that no needy men should be helped, we do 
not say that the Christian steward should respond to 
none of the appeals that are made to him by the end- 
less procession of people that comes to his office ; but 
we do say, that as a Christian steward he will exercise 
care and good judgment in his giving, and will be satis- 
fied in every instance that he is doing what his Lord 
and Master would have him do, He may waste his 
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Lord’s money just as much in this way as in useless ex- 
penditures upon himself. 
He who recognizes his stewardship will give with an 
eye single to God’s glory. There will be no thought of 
securing the applause of men for himself. His aim will 
be to honor the Lord with his substance. He will not 
give as the Pharisees gave, to be seen of men. He will 
not withhold from any object because others may not 
approve, neither will he give because others would ap- 
prove. In his giving he will aim purely at God’s glory, 
and do always those things that please the Father. He 
will desire no higher commendation, and no greater re- 
ward than to have Christ say to him: ‘‘ Well done, good 
_and faithful servant.’’ 

‘* Freely ye have received, freely give.’’ In uttering 
these words, the Lord Jesus announced to his disciples 
a divine method of blessing men which we find running 

through all the Scriptures, a mcthod which, if fully rec- 
ognized among men, would result in such a widespread 
distribution of beneficence, of sympathy, of helpfulness, 
of blessing, and brightness as this poor, sinful, suffering 
world has never known before. God gives to us that 
‘we may give to others. We receive bountifully of the 
things of God that we may freely pass them on to others 
that they may be blessed. We are not to be sponges, 
forever absorbing. We are to receive that we may give. 
God blesses us that we may bless. It is not the bless- 
ings we receive that gladden, but the blessings we be- 
stow. The water-pipes all over the city may be filled 
with water and no one be benefited a particle thereby. 
It is the water that flows out of the pipes that blesses 
the inhabitants. And we may be enriched and in- 
creased with goods and the world be no better off. It 
is what we pass on of our substance that blesses and 
brightens men’s lives and saves them. As God’s stew- 
ards, keep giving out and God will keep pouring in. 
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The widow of Zarephath kept giving out of her small 
store to feed the prophet Elijah, but as fast as she gave 
out, God kept pouring in, so that ‘‘ the barrel of meal 
wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail.’’ The 
divine supply can never be exhausted. The more we 
give, the more we get. ‘‘Give and it shall be given 
unto you: good measure, pressed down, shaken to- 
gether, running over, shall they give into your bosom.’’ 

Nor will the blessedness of giving be limited to this 
life. The investments made by the faithful steward 
will bear interest throughout eternity. Blessed is the 
man who has large interest-bearing investments in the 
kingdom of God. He will not be saved by them, but 
hundreds of others may be, and great will be his re- 
ward. Hugh MacMillan well says : 


The property we spend upon ourselves perishes in the using ; 
the property we spend upon Christ becomes a part of the inherit- 
ance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The 
wealth that we lay out in the sclfish and needless indulgences of 
life dies with us and obtains no resurrection, for it has no prin- 
ciple of immortality in it; it contains no seed that bears fruit in 
eternity. We shall see it under no form in the other world. But 
the wealth which, under the influence of pure motives, we devote 
to the cause of Christ, wil] be perpetuated in heaven, in the new 
and more delightful form of those spirits of just men made perfect 
which it had been employed to convert. . . When the books are 
opened and Christ shall give to every 11an according to the deeds 
done in the body, we shall find, to our astonishment, the wonder- 


ses interest that has accumulated upon what we have lent to the 
ord. 


_ Nore.—A fuller discussion of the subject of propor- 
tionate giving may be found in the writer’s prize essay 
on ‘‘Systematic Giving,’’ published in pamphlet form 
by the American Baptist Publication Society. 
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IX 


HE fact that large amounts of money are left 
every year to various religious and benevolent 
institutions in the form of legacies, calls for considera- 
tion in a study of the subject of stewardship. The 
question which demands attention is whether a Chris- 
tian man can in this way meet the obligations which 
rest upon him as God’s steward. Is the leaving of 
money by will to be applied to the Lord’s work after a 


-man is dead justifiable in one who is God’s steward, 


and especially if during the man’s life there has been 
withholding rather than giving, storing rather than 
stewarding ? 

That great benefits have come to many religious 
societies and benevolent institutions through the be- 
quests which have been left to them is unquestioned. 
Many of these institutions which are to-day a bene- 


diction to humanity, owe their existence very largely to 


the legacies which they have received. In some in- 
stances the bequests of the dead have been greater 
than the gifts of the living. Legacies are undoubtedly 
a very important source of revenue to many depart- 
ments of Christian work, and whatever objections may 
be made to this manner of disposing of wealth must 
be based on very strong grounds. Can such objec- 
tions be advanced ? 

It must be admitted that it is better for rich men to 
so devise that a large portion of their wealth shall after 
their death go directly to institutions which have for 


their object the furthering of God’s kingdom and the 


welfare of humanity, than that it should be so dis- 
F 81 
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tributed that it would neither glorify God nor bring 
blessings to men. Legacies in many instances have 
been a greater curse than blessing. Wealth, left to 
be distributed after the one who possessed it is dead, is 
always more or less exposed to this peril. But admit- 
ting that it is better for a man to give what he leaves to 
good objects, than for it to be so left that it will do little 
or no good in the world, is it better for him to so leave it 
than for him to faithfully administer it as a sacred trust 
while he lives? Surely all the arguments of common 
sense and advisability are on the side of a man being 
the executor of his own property. By being so he 
protects his money from the often strange and uncer- 
tainelements that find their way into the administra- 
tion of wills. Wills are often broken, and even when 
they are not, the leakages in law costs often absorb a large 
percentage of the property left for distribution, and the 
desire and purpose of the testator fails to be carried 
out. Should not one who is God’s steward protect the 
money, which God has placed in his hands to-use for 
him, against these and other dangers which surround 
money left by wills? And even if there were no such 
dangers, the man himself would obtain greater satis- 
faction by giving during his lifetime and administering 
his money according to the will of God, and he would 
at the same time be more fully meeting the obligations 
which rest upon him as a divinely appointed steward. 
The fact is, that God has called him to be the executor 
for him of money which he has placed in his hands, 
and what right has he to ignore the obligation which 
rests upon him while he lives and pass that obligation 
on to some one else. It is written that ‘‘ Every man 
shall bear his own burden.’’ Certainly, whether men 
administer their money for God while they live, or 
leave it for some one else to administer when they are 
dead, every man shall have to give an account to God 
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of his stewardship. Can any man therefore best dis- 

charge the obligations which rest upon him as a stew- 

ard by leaving large sums of money to be distributed 
_after he is dead ? 

Legacies have been likened to ammunition taken 
from the cartridge-boxes of dead soldiers, and in time 
of war it is of course better to obtain ammunition in 
that way than to go without ; but how much better if 
every soldier could do his own fighting and use up his 
own ammunition. This is not always possible with the 
soldier ; but it is possible for the steward to so use 
his money for God while he lives that there will be 
very little left in the form of legacies for other men to 
handle. A pious African went to a missionary to pre- 
‘sent an offering to send the gospel to others. ‘The 
missionary thought the Negro offered a larger sum than 
he was able to give, but the man insisted on giving it, 
saying, ‘‘ The work of the Lord must be done, and I 
shall soon be dead.’’ In such a spirit of zeal and con- 
secration should we use what God gives us in connec- 
tion with his work. The work of the Lord must be 
done, its needs are great, and it becomes those who 
are stewards to do with their might what their hands 

find to do while they live. ‘‘The night comes when 
no man can work.”’ 

_Andrew Carnegie advocates giving when men live, 
and according to his conceptions of what will best pro- 
mote the welfare of his fellow-men he practises what 
he preaches. He says: 


The gospel of wealth is comprised in a few words. Surplus 
wealth is a sacred trust which its possessor is bound to administer 
‘in his lifetime for the good of the community from which it is de- 
rived. It teaches that the man who dies possessed of millions of 
available wealth, which was free and his to administer during his 
lifetime, dies disgraced. It recognizes, of course, that men must 
keep their capital in business as long as they labor, for capital is 
the tool by which they work wonders; but beyond the capital 
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necessarily employed the aim of the millionaire should be to die 
poor. The use of surplus wealth for objects which commend 
themselves to the administrator as the best calculated to promote 
the genuine improvement of his fellows is believed to be the best 
possible solution of the question of wealth and poverty. 


This is teaching in harmony with the principles of 
stewardship and should commend itself to all men of 
wealth. ; 

There are other very important reasons why men 
should give while they live. The world needs immedi- 
ate action on the part of the church, and while the 
millionaire locks his money up by a will, it must wait 
for years before it can go forth on its mission of mercy 
and blessing amongmen. Souls by the million are per- 
ishing zow, the doors of opportunity for saving them are 
open zow, and God by his Spirit says to his church, ‘‘ Be- 
hold zow is the day of salvation.’’ There should be no 
delay ; if men intend to give of their substance for the 
evangelization of the world they should do it at once, 
while they live, and back up their gifts by a living heart, 
and living prayers, and a living personality and character. 
At best giving by legacy is little more than giving by 
proxy. God wants the man himself. The man is of 
more value than his money, and it is the living, conse- 
crated, praying man who adds value to his money. 
How can a man pray when he is dead ? 

Then again, if we will listen to the teachings of 
Christ we shall find that he requires his followers to live 
lives of self-denial and self-sacrifice. ‘‘If any man will 


come after me let him deny himself. . . and follow me.”’ 
‘‘ Whosoever he be of you that renounceth not all that 
he hath, he cannot be my disciple.’? Many a man 


does forsake all that he has in order that he may most 
effectively serve the Lord Jesus Christ ; but ‘‘ the obli- 
gations of all men rest on the same grounds.’’ It is the 
duty of the rich to make sacrifices for Christ as much 
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as it is the duty of the poor. But how canaman make 
sacrifices of his substance when during all his lifetime 
he holds on to it, and parts with it only when he cannot 
help it, at death, and in thus parting with it designates 
_ it for certain religious purposes? Where is the princi- 
ple of consecration and sacrifice manifested in that 
case? ‘‘It is the sacrifice, not the gift, which is the 
essential thing in God’s eye. What he demands of 
every soul is a complete sacrifice, the absolute surrender 
of self, of all powers, and all possessions ; not the adan- 
doning of the latter any more than of the former, but 
their entire surrender to God to be used honestly for 
him.’’ Do men meet these demands by legacies? 

Some societies make provision to receive legacies 
' which men may wish to devote to them, and pay inter- 
est upon the amount given in trust to the donors while 
they live. This plan has much to commend it. For 
_ those who are dependent upon the income from their 

money for a living, but who desire at the same time to 
devote their money wholly to the Lord’s work when 
they will no longer need the income from it, it furnishes a 
safe investment ; it prevents all litigation and expense 
and consequent loss over a will, while it enables a man 
to be more directly his own executor than is possible 
under a will. 

There are some things to be said in favor of the giving 
of money by legacies, but there is much more to be said 
in favor of faithfully administering it for God’s glory 
during one’s lifetime. Let each man prayerfully decide 
-how he can best meet the obligations which rest upon 
him as God’s steward. 
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PROSPERITY 


As God hath prospered him. 


—I Cor. 16:2 


When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt 
bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he 


hath given thee. 
—Deut, 8: 10 
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HERE are few excuses which men more frequently 
make for not giving than ‘‘I can’t afford it, the 
times are too hard.’’ In many instances there is real 
reason for the excuse and it is made in sincerity. 
There are men who have to plan and pinch in order 
that they may give, and of some of them, like those of 
Macedonia, of whom Paul wrote, it may be said: ‘‘In 
a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy 
and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of 
their liberality, for to their power, and beyond their 
power, they were willing of themselves.’’ Some indeed 
with whom times are really hard, keep right on giving, 
and are noble examples of faith, and consecration, and 
self-sacrifice. But too often this excuse is not at all 
sincere, for if it was, then when prosperity returned, 
and there came an increase in their income, they would 
give liberally. Alas! that so universally increased 
prosperity means increased outlays upon self, rather 
than an increased recognition of the obligation of stew- 
ardship, and the presentation of larger offerings to the 
Lord. 

Times of prosperity should be times of abounding 
munificence. The larger the inlet the larger should be 
the outlet. Giving should always be in proportion to 
receiving. ‘‘As God hath prospered him.’’ The 
more God places in the hands of his stewards the more 
should they devote directly to his work. Sometimes 
periods of commercial depression have been character- 
ized by unusually large gifts to benevolent and relig- 
ious purposes, and the reason is that when men have 
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become more conscious of their dependence upon God, 
they have been less forgetful of his claims upon them, 
and more ready to give. 

The tendency of the human heart, however, in the 
time of prosperity is to forget God. The Lord God 
saw this when through Moses he warned the people of 
Israel against forgetting him in the day of plenty and 
prosperity. 

‘When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt 
bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he 
hath given thee. . . And when thy herds and thy 
flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, 
and all that thou hast is multiplied ; then thine heart 
be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God. . . 
And thou say in thine heart, My power, and the might 
of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou 
shalt remember the Lord thy God ; for it is he that 
giveth thee power to get wealth.’’ The very thing 
against which God warned the people of Israel came to 
pass. In the time of prosperity and plenty, when they 
became settled in the land of Canaan, they did for- 
get the Lord their God who had done so much for 
them, and turned aside to serve the gods of the heathen. 
‘‘Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked.’’ Israel prospered 
and rebelled. Many a man has followed in the course 
of their history. For many a man who humbly and 
earnestly served God when he received but a work- 
man’s pay, and had little or nothing left after paying 
necessary expenses, has drifted into a careless, God-for- 
getting life when he became rich and increased with 
goods. Too often when gold comes in God is crowded 
out. 

But when men thus turn away from him from whom 
all blessings flow and, to the utter neglect of his claims 
upon them, spend what they. receive from him to 
gratify their own carnal appetites and pride, the great 
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Giver of all good often sends the caterpillar to eat up 
and destroy that which turns the hearts of the people 
away from him. 

No country in the world has been more highly fa- 
vored with continuous and abounding prosperity than 
the United States. It is by far the wealthiest nation 
in the world to-day. The total valuation of the real 
and personal property in the country at the close of the 
census period 1890 amounted to $65,037,091,197, or 
$1,039 per capita. ‘Twenty years before, the total 
wealth was less than half the above amount, while fer 
Capita it was $780. According to these facts this 
country has more than doubled its wealth in twenty 
years. It has quadrupled it in thirty years. This 
material progress and prosperity are altogether without 
parallel in the history of the world. Nor does it appear 
that the country has reached anywhere near the zenith 
of its prosperity, for it has only begun to develop its 
resources. This year, 1899, will eclipse all others in 
the history of the country in the quantity and value of 
the agricultural products and in the richness of the yield 
of mineral wealth. After a season of depression there 
is passing over the country a wave of unprecedented 
prosperity. This already marvelous nineteenth century 
promises to close with such an inflowing tide of wealth 
as will far surpass anything this or any other country 
has ever known. God is pouring riches into the hands 
of the people of this country in an ever-increasing vol- 
ume, and the country, already wealthy beyond all par- 
allel, is fast becoming wealthier still. 

But will all this enormous increase of wealth, all this 
divinely bestowed prosperity, benefit God’s kingdom 
on earth? Will these vast and rapid accumulations of 
money mean larger offerings to such movements as have 
for their object the welfare, the uplifting, and the sal- 
yation of men? Will there now be witnessed through- 
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out this land, wherever harvests have been abundant, 
and wherever manufacturing and commercial industries 
have been revived, and where the volume of inter- 
national trade shows such an immense balance in our 
favor, a larger consecration of money to God than ever 
there has been in the past? Will the men to whom 
God has given so much remember him in the day of 
their prosperity, and with grateful hearts for his great 
goodness to them, will they more fully recognize their 
stewardship and seek most faithfully to administer all 
this increase of wealth for God and his glory? Or, for- 
getting the loving and gracious Providence who has be- 
stowed all this new bounty, ‘‘ will they hasten to outrage 
his favor by spending their money for that which is not 
bread, and their labor for that which satisfieth not’’ ? 
And if, in the midst of these abounding blessings, God 
is forgotten, and no returns are made to him as the 
Lord of the vineyard, or the returns are niggardly 
small, what else can be expected than the withdrawal 
of his favor, and the sending of the locust and the cat- 
-erpillar to consume and destroy that which we already 
possess? Merchants need to learn, some one has said, 
that if they tie the top of the bag God will perforate the 
bottom. 
Some time ago the ‘‘Ram’s Horn”’ had a cartoon in 
which Uncle Sam was sitting at a table feasting upon 
fruit and wine which was being handed him by a richly 
dressed woman named Luxury. In the background 
was the figure of a citizen of ancient Rome, whose hand 
pointed to ruined walls and broken columns in the dis- 
tance, while he said to the feasting guest: ‘‘ Beware of 
Luxury, she was once my mistress.’? The warning 
thus given is exceedingly timely. Abounding national 
prosperity has in more than one instance resulted in 
excessive luxuriousness of living to the weakening and 
downfall of national greatness and power. The feasting 
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Belshazzar has in more than one instance been weighed 
in the balances and found wanting, and had his king- 
dom taken from him and given to another. Dr. Josiah 
_ Strong says: 

Increasing wealth will only prove the means of destruction, un- 
less it is accompanied by an increasing power of control, a stronger 
sense of justice, and a more intelligent comprehension of its obli- 
gations. . . Nations in their beginnings are poor; poverty is fa- 
vorable to hardihood and industry ; industry leads to thrift and 
wealth ; wealth produces luxury, and luxury results in enervation, 
corruption, and destruction. This is the historic round which 
nations have run. 


A widespread recognition by the people of their stew- 
ardship and of its obligations, and the faithful discharge 
of those obligations, is the only safeguard against the 
perils which threaten to come in with abounding wealth. 
A cRISIs Is UPON us. With increased getting there must 
be increased gzvéng, or there will be increased grasping, 
and an increase of all the evils which*grasping and accu- 
mulating bring. It is a time for the whole church of 
Jesus Christ throughout this land to be roused to a most - 
intense consciousness of her increased responsibility 
through increasing prosperity. A thousand evils must 
follow if, as a result of this prosperity, there are not larger 
offerings than ever before to send the gospel to the 
uttermost ends of the earth. God has not only com- 
manded his church to ‘‘preach the gospel to every 
creature,’’ but he has made it possible for the church 
to carry out the command. Never has it been more in 
the church’s power to do the work than to-day. What 
will the church do with the great God-given opportu- 
nities of the present hour? In what measure will there 
be a full recognition of the obligations of Christian stew- 
ardship on the part of professing Christians in the midst 


of unbounded prosperity ? 
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Ye are not your own; for ye were bought with a 
price: glorify God therefore tn your body. 


--1 Cor. 6: 19, 20 


Moreover, tt ts required in stewards, that a man be 


found faithful. 
—-I Cor.4.2 


Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
—I Cor. 15 + 58 
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TEWARDSHIP is peculiarly a matter for the church. 
Christians, we might say, are ex officio stewards. 
Upon them especially have been placed the responsi- 
bilities of this office. Not that others are exempt, for 
every man will be held accountable to God for the use 
he makes of all that God gives him. Life, physical and 
mental ability, time, opportunities—these are all so 
many talents placed in men’s hands by God for them 
to use for him. Every man will have to give an ac- 
count of his stewardship. But Christians stand in a 
different relation to Christ from others. They are 
Christ’s purchased possession. Every saved man and 
woman belongs to Christ. This is an unspeakably 
precious privilege which believers cannot too highly 
prize ; but it involves the most solemn responsibilities. 
If Christ owns me, if in very truth Iam not my own, 
what then? The slave over whom a master claimed 
absolute ownership was subject to the will of his master 
in all things. He was to do what his master ordered, 
go where his master sent him, and live and move and 
have his being almost absolutely as his master willed. 
If Christ has purchased us with his own blood, then 
his right to us does not begin with our substance, it 
begins with ourselves. Our bodies and all the powers 
of our being are to be absolutely at his disposal, because 
they belong to him. The Lord Jesus, therefore, has a 
right to deliver whatever commission he pleases to his 
disciples. Loyalty to him as our Redeemer and Master 
will make us ready and willing to carry out those com- 

missions whatever they may be. 
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What, therefore, is the one great business Christ has 
committed to the church? The answer that comes 
most readily to this question is: The preaching of the 
gospel to every creature. But do we apprehend all 
that is meant by this? Dces the church of Christ un- 
derstand the full spirit and scope, the all-inclusiveness 
of this commission, that the entire life of the Christian 
is to be influenced by it, and that he is to live day by 
day in relation to it? A sentence in Christ’s prayer, 
in the seventeenth chapter of John, adds force to the 
commission and at the same time defines it. He said: 
“« 4s thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I 
also sent them into the world.’’ ‘The whole purpose 
and character of the church’s mission in the world 
hinges on the force of the two words ‘‘as’’ and ‘‘so’’ 
in this passage. It is only when we measure the mighty 
sweep and all-inclusive fullness of the ‘‘as’’ of Christ’s 
mission in the world that we shall be able to understand 
the full, deep, all-inclusive meaning of the ‘‘so’’ of 

_our mission in the world. Our Christ-given mission in 
the world is one with Christ’s God-given mission in the 
world. _His mission in the world gives us the pattern, 
the purpose, the character, the scope, and the measure 
of the church’s mission therein, ‘The ‘‘as’’ of love 
for a lost world, the ‘‘as’’ of devotion and absorption 
in the great business of a world’s redemption, the ‘‘as’’ 
of self-sacrifice which Christ manifested for the salvation 
of men, is to have its counterpart ‘‘so’’ of love, o: 
devotion, of abandonment to the work, and self-sacri- 
fice in the church for the same great purpose, the sal- 
vation of souls. 

The church’s mission, then, is peculiarly and essen. 
tially a stewardship. The gospel has been committec 
to its trust to give to the world. ‘‘ Stewardship is no 
an annex, but the essential life, and the first essentia 
of a steward is fidelity’? The stewardship of money i: 
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a part, and a most essential part, of the great steward- 
ship of the gospel to which all believers are called. No 
man can be faithful in his stewardship of the gospel 
while he remains unfaithful in his stewardship of money 
in the interests of the gospel. With the great majority 
of Christians, faithfulness in the stewardship of money 
is the only way in which they can be faithful in the stew- 
ardship of the gospel. Failure in the one will certainly 
mean failure in the other. Dr. A. J. Gordon, in his 
last pastoral letter to the members of Clarendon Street 
Church, wrote the following paragraph : 


Inquire diligently what blood mortgage there is upon your 
property in the interest of foreign missions, how much you owe 
to the heathen, because of what you owe to Christ for redeeming 
you with his precious blood. I warn you that it will go hard with 
you when your Lord comes to reckon with you if he finds your 
wealth invested in superfluous luxuries, or hoarded up in needless 

accumulations, instead of being sacredly devoted to giving the 
gospel to the lost. 


But the church is not awake to the obligations of 
Christian stewardship.’ God’s people do not realize 
that they are stewards. Many live as though they were 
owners instead of as those who are owned. ‘They fail 
to do their duty as stewards, not because they are un- 
willing to do what they know God wants them to do, 
but because they have never been clearly shown what 
their duty is. The church has been lax in teaching its 
members along this line. There are congregations in 
which no one could recall a single occasion when the 
privileges and duties of Christian stewardship were pre- 
sented from the pulpit. Where the people do not 
know the truth, they cannot be expected to practise it. 

Upon the pastor more than upon any one else, more 
than upon the editor or author, rests the responsibility 
of teaching the people what God expects of them as 
stewards. He is the divinely appointed leader, and 
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the church will be largely just what he, under God, 
makes it. The church will seldom, if ever, advance to 
a point beyond that at which the pastor has placed the — 
standard. The pastor must therefore have clear con- 
ceptions of the truth himself, and understand what the — 
will of the Lord is, if he would lead his people to the 
highest plane of consecration and achievement. Fail- 
ure on his part to understand the truth or to grasp the 
situation will render it impossible for him to instruct 
the church or lead it on to the performance of duty. 

The pastor stands at the pivotal point in this crisis. 
If the church of Jesus Christ fails now to advance to a new 
endeavor to conquer the world for Christ the pastors 
will be responsible. We have come to a time when some 
clarion call to the Christian ministry needs to be sounded 
all along the lines, until God’s servants are stirred to 
faithfulness and zeal in declaring to Christian people 
the whole counsel of God concerning the stewardship of 
money. Neither fear nor false modesty should be per- 
mitted for a single moment to cause the minister of the 
gospel to be silent on this question. The tremendous 
needs of God’s world-wide work at the present time, 
the boundless opportunities to push that work forward 
to the utmost requirements of Christ’s commission, the 
increasing wealth now in the possession of Christian 
people who are called of God to be stewards, and the 
momentous issues for succeeding generations depending 
on immediate action, imperatively demand that the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ should everywhere surrender 
themselves to him in unreserved consecration, in order 
that they may perform all the duties to which they are 
called as stewards who have been put in trust both with 
the gospel for every creature and with the means to 
send it to every creature. 

Already much is being done in this direction. Past 
educational movements have not been fruitless. The 
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churches are reaching a higher standard ; but much, 
_ very much, needs yet to be done, 


The pastors of the churches in our day, as a body, 
are faithful stewards. There is no class of men among 
whom can be found a larger percentage who are self- 
sacrificing for the cause of Christ. Many men in the 


Christian ministry possess qualifications in executive 


ability that would have carried them to a first place in 
the business world. In other spheres than those they 
occupy they might have amassed large sums of money. 


_ The world sneeringly charges men with being in the 


ministry for what they can get out of it; but the truth 
is that those who receive the largest salaries could have 
doubled and trebled their income in business, while the 
average salary of all the others is so far below the 


average income in other callings and professions as to 


make the charge absurd. ‘The Christian minister goes 
into the work not for what he can get out of it, but for 
what he can put into it. Many literally put in their all. 


They give themselves and all they possess. Out of a 


meager salary many a consecrated pastor gives to the 
Lord’s work away beyond his wealthier brethren, both 
in amount and in percentage. He is often the first to 
make an offering when any special effort is being made 
to advance the kingdom of Christ. Comparatively few 
pastors save any money. As faithful stewards they ad- 
minister the substance God gives them in the interests 


of his kingdom, They not only give themselves to the 


work, but they invest financially to the utmost of their 


ability. Instances of self-sacrifice to the point of hero- 
ism are not infrequent among those who have been 


called to the sacred and exalted office of the Christian 
ministry. If as large a percentage of the lay members 
of the church were faithfully meeting the obligations of 
stewardship as the percentage of those in the ministry 
are, there would be little necessity for a discussion of 
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this subject. All the needs of the church would be 
met. 

But there are exceptions. All pastors are not faith- 
ful in either preaching or practising the principles of — 
Christian stewardship. There are pastors whose exam- 
ple is a hindrance rather than a help to the spirit of be- 
neficence among the people to whom they minister. 
They do not attempt to develop that spirit. They — 
never bring before their churches the claims of God as 
the owuer of all things, nor do they stimulate interest — 
in what God is doing throughout the world by bringing 
before the people the soul-stirring facts about the work. 
They do not preach on missions, nor appeal to the 
people to give to missions, lest the income of the local 
church should be lessened and they should have to go 
without their salary as a consequence. Such pastors 
make a most fatal mistake,—fatal for themselves and 
fatal for the people to whom they minister. For if they 
wanted to dry up the spirit of liberality in the local 
church, and keep its finances in an unsatisfactory con- 
dition, and their own salaries at a low figure, and only 
half paid at that, they could scarcely devise a scheme 
which would be more certain to secure these results. 

The story is told by Boston W. Smith of a pastor in 
the West who was carrying out the above suicidal 
policy. At a Sunday-school institute held in this pas- 
tor’s church, the subject of systematic and propor- 
tionate giving was accorded special prominence. Dur- 
ing the discussion it was recommended that at least 
four leading objects, outside of State Convention work, 
should be presented to every church and Sunday- 
school at least once a year. After the conference this 


pastor in conversation with Mr. Smith upon the sub- 
ject, said : 


_ it may be well enough for you to talk about our churches tak- 
ing a collection every year for the Missionary Union, Publication 
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f Society, Home Mission Society, and Christian Education. If I 
did that in my church, my salary would lack several hundred dol- 
lars of being paid, and the Lord knows how hard it is for me to 
get what is now promised. The church now owes me more than 
one hundred dollars. 


_ Boston Smith was equal to the occasion, however, 
and on condition that this pastor would, to the best of 
his ability, every three months, present the work and 

claims of one of the denominational societies, he prom- 

_ised to make up every cent that might be due on the 

_ brother’s salary at the end of the year. The proposi- 

tion was agreed to. At the end of the year the two 

met at the Association meeting, when instead of Bos- 
ton Smith being called upon to make up a deficiency 
in the pastor’s salary, this testimony was given. 


I have been a pastor for twenty years, and never has my salary 
been paid so promptly as during the past year. My church does 
not owe me a cent, and better than that, there is a most delight- 
ful missionary atmosphere prevailing among my people. I never 
had so many baptisms in any single year in my ministry. My 
people very generally have established a Lord’s treasury in their 
homes; so has their pastor. 


Similar results would undoubtedly follow in hundreds 
of instances if pastors would not shrink from their 
duty. Pastors are called to the stewardship of money 
as well as manufacturers or merchants or mechanics, 
and one of the needs of the times is fidelity on their 
part in showing by precept and example that God’s 
people are in the world to earn wages, carry on busi- 
ness, and manage capital for him. 

Christian stewardship requires that money matters in 
the church be managed in harmony with the leadings 
of the Holy Spirit. Worldly money-making schemes 
should be banished from the Lord’s house with all the 
indignation and zeal with which Christ drove the 
money-changers from the temple. Away with every- 
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money, the influence of which is to crowd out the true 
exercise of stewardship. Let the entire financial work 
of the church be put under the direction and control 
of the Holy Spirit, the divinely appointed adminis- 
trator of the affairs of the church. 

Far too long and far too generally has the financial work of the 


church been divorced from its spiritual life, and been made a mat- 
ter of planning and scheming and working and worrying, with- 


thing.from the church that is a mere trick to get — 


oe 


| 
| 
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out the presence, leading, and power of the Holy Spirit. And — 


yet the Spirit’s influence should be desired and sought here as 


earnestly as in connection with the preaching of a sermon, or the — 


conversion of a soul. 


Doubtless God could spread the gospel and estab- 


lish and perpetuate Christianity in the world without — 


a penny from’ any of his people. He could commis- 
sion angels to do the work, and no money offerings 
would be needed to support them. But he has com- 
mitted the work to redeemed men and women. He 
has made them his stewards. What he has given them 
of talent or substance they are to use in his service. 
Once, when the multitude that had been listening to 
the preaching of Jesus in the wilderness were hungry, 
he asked his disciples to bring to him the five barley 
loaves and two fishes which they had, and when they 
brought them he blessed them, and distributed them 
among the people and they were fed. To-day he is 
saying to his disciples throughout the world, who have 
in their possession countless millions of dollars, ‘* Brin 
them to me, bring them to me, that I may bless them, 
and that they may be made to supply the perishing 


myriads of earth with the Bread of Life.’ Blessed 


indeed will the church be when it responds to the divine 
call; then will God’s purposes of grace for this dispensa- 
tion be speedily accomplished and the kingdom will be 
set up on the earth in all its majesty and power and glory, 
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For we must all be manifested before the judgment- 
seat of Christ. 


—2 Cor, 5: 10 


Now after a long time the lord of those servants 
comes, and makes a reckoning with them. 


—Matt. 25: 19 
What is this I hear about thee? Render the ac- 


count of thy stewardship. 
—Luke 16:2 
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T is a solemn thing to be a steward. It is a serious 
business to have and handle silver and gold that 
belong to the Creator of all things, the Judge of all the 
earth. If it is a crime for the cashier of a bank to em- 
bezzle money from the deposits made ; if it is a crime 
for an executor of an estate to appropriate for his own 
use funds held in trust for another ; if it is an injustice 
for an employer to hold back from his employees wages 
which are due them, what must be said about him who, 
either willfully or inadvertently, becomes guilty of em- 
bezzlement as a steward for God? Will a man rob 
God? The terrible possibility intensifies the solemnity 
_ of being put in trust with money of which the eternal 

God is the absolute owner. 

The Lord Jesus has taught that our eternal destiny 
is affected by the use we make of the possessions 
placed in our hands. Riches may prevent a man’s 
salvation. ‘‘It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God’’ (Mark 10: 25). ‘‘He also that 
received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the 
word ; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruit- 
ful’? (Matt. 13 : 22). Many a man’s money is stand- 
- ing between his soul and his Saviour. The bars which 
keep many out of the kingdom of God are made of 
silver and gold. The unfaithful steward may gain the 
world but lose his own soul. 

Nor do the penalties which result from the misuse of 


the sacred trust of money fall upon men only in eter- 
107 
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nity, Men are gainers or losers now according as they 
are faithful or unfaithful to the trust which has been 
committed to them. The way in which a man uses 
money affects his character. Many a man is what his 
money has made him. If he has honored the Lord © 
with his substance, if he has put his money to the high- 

est and noblest uses, his money has helped in the de- 

velopment of a kind and generous, and at the same 

time, a strong and noble character. But if on the other 

hand he has graspingly hoarded his money, or lav- 

ishly spent it in luxurious living it has fostered self- 

ishness and covetousness and pride, and made the 

man narrow and unsympathetic and dwarfed in every 

element of true manliness. Dr. Cuyler says: ‘‘ What 

a young man earns in the day goes into his pocket ; 

what he spends in the evening goes into his character.’’ 

Alas, that in the transmutation the gold, silver, and 

precious stones of wealth so often become wood, hay, 

and stubble in the man. Money brings its penalty when 

misused, as it brings its reward when properly used. 

Stewards are reckoned with even on earth. 

There is another way also in which stewards are 
reckoned with. The stewardship of money is made 
the test which decides how much will be committed to 
them of the true riches, the riches which are of the - 
Spirit of God, and which abide forever. ‘‘ He that is 
faithful in the least,’’ that is, in the material substance 
committed to him, ‘‘is faithful also in much,’’ that is, 
in the spiritual blessings bestowed upon him. ‘‘And 
he that is unrighteous in the least is unrighteous 
also in much. If therefore ye were not faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? And if you were not faithful in that which is 
another’s,’’ the pecuniary and other means which are 
only entrusted to us, ‘‘who will give to you your 
own ?'’—those eternal riches which become the abid- 
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ing possession of the saints, and which, more than 
anything else they can ever have, may be spoken of as 
their own. ‘‘The heavenly good, incorporated with 
the immortal Spirit ’’ is ‘‘your own.’’? The Supreme 
Owner of all things is keeping a strict account of the 
doings of the stewards of his silver and gold, and 
forests and fields, and cattle, and as they are faithful or 
unfaithful, he commits to them, or withholds from 
them, the true riches which endure forever. The 
right use of money tends to spiritual enrichment, the 
wrong use of money to spiritual poverty. There is a 
present reckoning and a present reward. 

The sin of covetousness will not go unpunished. 
The divine displeasure has often been visited upon 
_ those who have allowed their hearts to be filled with 
_ this sin. Upon Achan, who coveted and grasped the 
wedge of gold, the silver shekels, and the Babylonish 
garment at Jericho, that displeasure fell in terrible 
. judgments, as he and all his were stoned to death. 

Upon Gehazi, who ran after Naaman, and by lying 
words secured two talents of silver and two changes 
of raiment, it fell in the leprosy of Naaman cleaving 
to him and to his seed ; upon Ananias and Sapphira, 
who kept back part of the price and lied to the Holy 
Spirit, it fell in their being suddenly smitten with death. 
God’s reckonings with covetousness all teach that in 
his sight it is a most heinous sin, and deserving of the 
severest punishment. It has been truly said: 


Of all the varieties of sin none is meaner than covetousness, 
and none takes hold of the human heart with a deadlier grip. . . 
It has inspired the most dastardly and villainous deeds in all the 
history of the world. What but this has many a time plunged 
whole nations into the bloodiest and most devastating wars? 
What but this has made man a worse enemy of his fellow-man 
than the ferocious wolf or the bloodthirsty tiger?, Nothing has 
ever worse degraded human nature. Well may the old Latin 
word for wretch be used as the modern synonym for the covetous 
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money-worshiper, misey—the incarnation of selfishness, lust of 
possession, and superlative unhappiness. 


Christian stewardship has its final issue in the reckon- 
ing before Him for whom men have been stewards. The 
wage-earner and the millionaire, the one who had the 
least committed to him and the one who had the most, 
each must stand before the judgment-seat of Christ 
and have their gettings and their givings, their accumu- 
lations and their expenditures, their motives and their 
methods, brought under the searching scrutiny of him 
whose eyes are as a flame of fire. All wrong ways of 
getting money, all fraud and dishonesty and oppres- 
sion, together with all wrong ways of using and spend- 
ing money will be laid bare in that day. All with- 
holding from God, all selfishness and covetousness, all 
wastefulness and extravagance, all spending of money 
to gratify pride or sensual desires, will be seen in the 
light of the eternal throne, and no cloak of respecta- 
bility or religiousness, no paltry excuse, such as is so 
often made by those who do not give, will be able to 
conceal or extenuate any blemish or flaw in any man’s 
stewardship. Every man wilk be rewarded according 
as his works have been. 

On the other hand, all diligence and fidelity in the 
service of God as his stewards, all getting and giving 
for God’s glory, all prayerfulness and consecration, all 
unselfishness and liberality and self-sacrifice, whether by 
those who have had little, or by those who had much, 
will be remembered by the Lord of those servants. 

Blessed indeed shall those stewards be to whom it — 
shall be said when the King comes to reckon with them : 
‘*Well done good and faithful servant: thou wast faith- — 
ful over a little, I have set thee over much ; enter into 
the joy of thy Lord.’’ 


APPENDIX 


GEORGE MULLER’S GIVING 


tract from ‘‘George Miiller of Bristol,’ by A. 
erson, D. D. 


mous report (the fifty-ninth report of work carried on 
George Miiller and published after his death) their first full 
d and recognition. Readers of the annual reports must 
noticed an entry, recurring with strange frequency during 
fe more than sixty years, and therefore suggesting a giver 
ust have reached a very ripe age: ‘‘ From a servant of the 
esus, who, constrained by the love of Christ, seeks to lay 
asure in heaven.’”’ If that entry be carefully followed 
hout and then be added-the personal gifts made by Mr. 
er to various benevolent objects, it will be found that the 
ate sum from this ‘‘ servant ’’ reaches, up to March 1, 1898, 
of ezghty-one thousand four hundred and ninety pounds, 
en shillings and eight pence. Mr. Wright, now that this 
mt of the Lord Jesus’’ is with his Master, who promised 
ere I am there shall also my servant be,’’ feels free to make 
that this donor was no other than George Miller himself, 
hus gave out of his own money—money given to him for his 
se or left to him by legacies—the total sum of about sixty- 
thousand five hundred pounds to the Scriptural Knowledge 
tion, and, in other directions, seventeen thousand more. 
his is a record of personal gifts to which we know no parallel. 
ninds us of the career of John Wesley, whose simplicity and 
ity of habits enabled him not only to limit his own expendi- 
to a very small sum, but whose Christian liberality and unself- 
$ prompted him to give all that he could thus save to purely 
olent objects. While he had but thirty pounds a year, he 
on twenty-eight and gave away forty shillings. Receiving 
as much the next year, he still kept his living expenses 
n to the twenty-eight pounds and had thirty-two to bestow on 
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e" « 
the needy; and when the third year his income ros 
pounds, he spent no more than before and gave 
The fourth year brought one hundred and twenty 

-bursed still but the same sum for his own needs, ha 
two to spare. It is calculated that in the course c ® 
thus gave away at least thirty thousand pounds, an rs 
spoons comprised all the silver plate that he possessed whe 
collector of taxes called upon him. Such economy on the 
hand and such generosity on the other have seldom been kt 
in human history. But George Miiller’s record will cor 
favorably with this or any other of modern days. His fru 

_ simplicity, and economy were equal to Wesley’s, and ij 
aggregated eighty-one thousand pounds. Mr. Miiller had rec 

. increasingly large sums from the Lord, which he zzvested we 

most profitably, so that for over sixty years he never lost a ¢ 
through a bad speculation! But his investments were 
banks or railways, but in the work of God. He made frien 
of the mammon of unrighteousness that when he failed rec 
him into everlasting habitations. He continued, year after 
to make provision for himself, his beloved wife, and daught 

laying up treasure—in heaven. Such a man had certainly a 
to exhort others to systematic beneficence. He gave—as ne 
in a million gives—not a tithe, not any fixed proportion of a 
income, but @// that was left after the simplest and most we 
sary supply of actual wants. While most Christians regard 
selves as doing their duty if, after they have given a portion 
Lord, they spend all the rest on themselves, God led G 
Miiller to reverse this rule and reserve only the most fruge 
for personal needs, that the entire remainder might be give 
him that needeth. The utter revo/ution implied in our he 
giving which would be necessary were such a rule adopted i 
too obvious. Mr. Miiller’s own words are: Rs = 

‘*My aim never was, how much I could od¢a7m, but rathel 
much I could give.’ : 
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